District of Columbia ESEA Flexibility

Waiver Extension Request

OSSE

District of Columbia Office of the State Superintendent of Education

Jesus Aguirre, State Superintendent
August 27, 2014




Z LoISudIX3 Jantep Aujige(4 vis3 710z 3sn3ny

sda3s IXaN o

sjuawipuawe pasodo.id Jo MIIAIDAQ -
uonesijdde

9Y3 JO snhjels pue ssado.d ay3 jo uondisdsaqg .

1ane ANiqixald Y3IS3 DA JO MIIAIBAQ .

epuady




Overview of DC ESEA Flexibility Waiver

e DC was granted an ESEA Flexibility Waiver from certain provisions
of the No Child Left Behind Act by the U.S. Department of
Education from July 2012 through the summer of 2014,

 The Waiver was designed to ensure states created a rigorous and
comprehensive education plan addressing three critical areas:
— Close achievement gaps
— Increase equity and access to effective teachers
— Improve the quality of instruction and student achievement

o The District is seeking an extension to the existing Waiver with
amendments that address feedback from the Department as well
as feedback from the SBOE and local education agencies (LEAS).
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Process of Waiver Renewal

Engagement with the SBOE and the public

The waiver was presented to the SBOE during five working sessions and three public meetings:

1
2

1

April 2
April 23

May 5

May 7

May 20
May 21

June 5
June 18
June 25

0 Augls

11 Aug2l

Working Session
Public Meeting

Memorandum

Working Session

Memorandum
Public Meeting

Working Session
Public Meeting
Working Session

Memorandum

Working Session

Overview of U.S. Department of Education Monitoring Report and ESEA Waiver Extension Request

SBOE Public Meeting: Overview of U.S. Department of Education Monitoring Report and ESEA Waiver
Extension Request (follow up on SBOE Working Session)

OSSE responded to SBOE inquiries that were raised during and following public meetings in a memorandum
sent to Mark Jones from the State Superintendent on May 5

Review of ESEA Waiver Extension Request

The memorandum addressed to Mark Jones focused on OSSE’s engagement strategy
Review of ESEA Waiver Extension Request

Review of ESEA Waiver Extension Request
Review of ESEA Waiver Extension Request
Review of ESEA Waiver Extension Request

OSSE shared with the SBOE a comprehensive description of all the amendments that were included in the
final version of the extension request that was submitted to the Department of Education.

Review of ESEA Waiver Extension Reguest

August 2014
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Status of Application Request

* Since April 2014, OSSE worked with the
Department of Education, SBOE, DCPS, PCSB,
LEAs and other stakeholders to finalize DC's
extension request.

e On August 19, the Department of Education
approved the DC ESEA Waiver extension
request pending SBOE approval.

e Should the SBOE vote to approve the changes
in the accountability plan, DC will be granted a
one-year extension to its ESEA Waiver.

August 2014 ESEA Flexibility Waiver Extension 7
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WAIVER IMPLEMENTATION
AMENDMENTS
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AMO Requirements

The current Waiver states that LEAs must dedicate a portion of
the 20% Title | set-aside for schools that missed AMOs.

We identified a need to target the 20% set-aside to schools that
need it the most—Priority and Focus schools.

Therefore, DC proposes to remove the requirement to dedicate
the set-aside to schools that missed AMOs, and outlines
additional supports available to these schools from OSSE.

August 2014 ESEA Flexibility Waiver Extension 11
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State System of Support

I. Providing Foundational Support: The OSSE LEA Support Institutes

OSSE will convene three times annually and provide training and ongoing support to all LEAs/schools
in SY14-15. Institute sessions will feature instructional sessions focused on pre-identified areas of
need (i.e. interagency coordination, PARCC, Discipline, etc...). OSSE will dedicate afternoon sessions
to communities of practice (CoPs)

Il. Providing Targeted Support: LEA Learning Support Network

OSSE is partnering with leading education consultants to provide onsite, targeted data driven
technical assistance to priority and focus schools as determined by the ESEA waiver and IDEA
metrics. OSSE will assist LEAs in conducting a root-cause analysis of LEA issues, assessing
infrastructure, and matching resources. Schools will be given a limited amount of funds to support
reform efforts.

Il. Fostering LEA Best Practice Dissemination

0SSE will develop additional avenues for rewarding best practices and fostering innovation through
a competitive grant that supports the active dissemination of best practices. Eligible LEAs will
support OSSE and the District’s Priority and Focus schools in disseminating proven, effective
practices.

IV. Reorganizing How OSSE Does Business: LEA Support Teams and the OSSE Support Tool

The LEA Support Team model is a data-driven teaming approach that will ensure that the agency is
proactively using data to monitor progress and determine interventions. Teams are comprised of
staff from the Division of Specialized Education, Division of Elementary and Secondary Education
—and-the Office-of Data-Management.

August 2014 ESEA Elexibility Waiver Extension
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SCHOOL CLASSIFICATIONS L

August 2014 ESEA Flexibility Waiver Extension 15
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Postponing the inclusion of science scores in

school classifications for SY2014-2015

New assessments are
DCCAS for ELA, administered. PARCC for ELA PARCC and NGSS PARCC and NGSS PARCC and NGSS
Math and Science is and Math and aligned NGSS aligned assessment aligned assessment aligned assessment
administered assessment for Science Administered administered administered

2013-2014

2014-2015 2015-2016

2016-2017

School classifications are made using
ELA and Math assessment results, DC
Proposes to delay the inclusion of
Science, but will issue a second set of

unofficial classification that would
include Science

During the first year of
implementation, DC will set
a new baseline for the
assessments and therefore
new accountability decisions
aren’t made

Accountability
determinations are made
using Math, ELA and
Science assessment
results

Accountability
determinations are made
using Math, ELA and
Science assessment
results

August 2014

ESEA Flexibility Waiver Extension

17




81 LHOISUBIXT LBAIRA ANiCIXal] vIS3 107 1sh3ny

Sd3i1S 1X3N




OSSE proposes that the next amendment
will be completed by October 30, and
include a discussion of a new approach for
accountability. OSSE proposes the week of
September 1 as the first meeting with the

SBOE.

August 2014 ESEA Flexibility Waiver Extension
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Other Amendments

Flexibility Brief Description of Element as  Brief Description of Requested Rationale
Element(s) Originally Approved Amendment
Affected by
Amendment
Overview Provided a description of how Historical updates explain how the Updating to provide current information
implementation of DC’s ESEA reforms have been implemented
Flexibility Request in 2012 since 2012.
would support reforms already
in place in DC.
Principle 1B Described DC’s adoption and Contains timeline updates since Updating historical information
implementation of CCSS the adoption to include other
standards such as NGSS, English
language development standards,
and early learning standards.
incip Originally, the section omits Clarifies that composition is in fact a The school index score is a weighted average of
composition from the index scores component in the accountability the value-table points assigned in reading,
in the tables although it was a part  system and index scores and was composition, and mathematics combined. The
of the rollout to include composition added as a factor for the first time in addition of “composition” to the table clarifies
in accountability in other parts of the 2013-2014 classifications. that composition was to be added and was added
the waiver application. to the accountability system in the 2013-2014 SY.

This combined index score factors into the
identification of priority, reward, developing and
rising schools.

August 2014 ESEA Flexibility Waiver Extension 23
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Other Amendments

Flexibility Brief Description of Element as Brief Description of Requested
Element(s) Originally Approved Amendment
Affected by
Amendment

Principle 2F The current language states that Removes the requirement to dedicate
LEAs must dedicate a portion of the  the set-aside to schools that missed
20% Title | set-aside for schools that AMOs.

missed AMOs.
Outlines additional supports available
to these schools from OSSE.
Principle 3 : Principle 3 describes OSSE’s teacher  OSSE is currently engaged in discussion

evaluation policies, which includes a  with LEAs regarding a potential pause
requirement to use student growth  in the requirement to use student
data that is based on the state growth data.

assessment.

Rationale

LEAs expressed a desire to target the 20% set-
aside to schools that need it the most—Priority
and Focus schools.

Including AMO schools would result in this
portion of Title | funds being dispersed too
broadly in districts with high numbers of low-
performing schools.

Results from the 2014-2015 PARCC assessment
are projected to only be available in the fall of
2015. OSSE believes that it is essential to report
teacher evaluations scores during the summer, so
that meaningful consequences, feedback and
improvement could follow.

August 2014 ESEA Flexibility Waiver Extension
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