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Applicant ID Timestamp

After you apply, your application will be published 
online for public review. Before completing this 
application, please check the box below to indicate you 
are comfortable with the State Board publishing your 
application. All contact information will be removed 
before the application is shared, but your name will be 
attached. 

Full Name For which organization do you work? If you are a 
DC student, which school do you attend? What is your role (list the title)? What makes you interested in serving on this Advisory Committee? What issues would you like to raise with respect to revisions and updates to the District's Social Studies Standards? What, if any, involvement do you have in K–12 education? Please explain.

Do you have prior 
experience with 

reviewing or revising 
standards of learning?

If yes, please explain.

Is there a specific grade or 
grade-band in which you are 
most interested or 
experienced? Check any/all that 
apply.

What content expertise do you 
have in the social sciences? 
Check any/all that apply.

Do you live in the District 
of Columbia? If yes, in 

which ward do you live?

Do you work in the District 
of Columbia? If yes, in 

which ward do you work?

I am a _____________. 
Please select all that 
apply.

I am a ________. Please 
select all that apply.

What is your gender 
identity?

What are your preferred 
pronouns?

What is your race? One or 
more categories may be 

selected.

Are you of Hispanic, 
Latino/a, or Spanish 

origin?

The first meeting will take place on Tuesday, July 7, 2020, 
from 5–7PM. After that, the committee will meet regularly 

on the second Tuesday of each month from 5–7PM (Aug 11, 
Sept 8, Oct 13, Nov 10, Dec 8). A second round will occur 
in Spring/Fall 2021. Can you commit to attend 80% of all 

meetings?

We ask that committee members stay engaged between 
meetings through activities such as reading articles, 

reflecting on other states' social studies standards, and 
soliciting feedback from community and stockholder 
groups. Can you commit to full participation in these 

activities?

Are there any potential scheduling conflicts 
you foresee? If so, please let us know what 
they are.

1 5/21/2020 6:28:33 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Adam C. Evans Roosevelt High School, DCPS Social Studies Teacher

I am a social studies teacher who has been in a DCPS classroom for almost ten years. I have taught all required high school social studies 
courses and taught elementary and middle school social studies prior to my DC experience. In my previous school, I served as the department 
chair and assisted my colleagues in navigating the standards while moving towards a skills-based social studies classroom. As a DC resident 
and parent, I want to be able to use my experience with implementing curriculum to assist with shaping the standards for the next generation of 
DC students.

Since the Social Studies Standards were last revised there has been a major shift in social studies education. With the introduction of the C3 Framework from the National Council for the Social Studies and the forward thinking work of the Stanford 
History Education Group, there has been a shift to teaching students the critical thinking skills rather than memorizing content.

Similar to the revisions by the College Board, I would like to see standards as a menu and launching point for student inquiry rather than a long list of facts to be memorized.

DCPS High School Teacher (2011-Present), Past Service as DCPS Course Chair (11th/12th) Yes

In my work through DCPS, I have been 
involved in district-wide curricular planning 
focusing on categorizing and prioritizing 
standards in order to make them more 
approachable for colleagues and students.

High school education (9–12)
Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, Civics/Government, 
Economics

4 4 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes

Without clear expectations around what fall looks 
like for DCPS, I do not know what the schedule 
looks like at present. I do not anticipate any 
conflicts, but I wanted to flag that now.

2 5/21/2020 9:21:52 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Laura Fuchs DC Public Schools, HD Woodson Social Studies Teacher

I love designing curriculum and have spent the past 13 years creating and refining my own materials that emphasize exploration, evaluating 
the world and seeking to tie our global history to the present and our future. I always base my work in the standards that are available, but 
have tried to push those standards to focus on deconstructing global power frameworks and arming my students with the tools and knowledge 
to critically assess how power is built and how it can be re-distributed. Standards are a useful tool that can help districts and teachers focus 
and prioritize and as I plan to teach for a long time in the District I would like to help reshape the standards for moving forward.

I believe that content standards (and not just skill standards) are important, especially in social studies, but want to see those standards become even more inclusive than they already are. I am particularly interested in the Modern World History 
standards as that is my favorite class to teach and I have extensive experience teaching them. The current standards encompass a lot of very interesting topics that are important to understanding World History, but they could be better organized and 
updated to make them even more inclusive and better represent our priorities as a city (hopefully de-centering white, male, Christian, capitalist framing and becoming more inclusive of our diverse planet and historical perspectives). At the same time it 
is important to better incorporate the skills we want to help our students master and I have been working hard at doing that in my own curricular work at HD Woodson.

I am a social studies teacher for the past 13 years at HD Woodson, leader in the Washington Teachers Union, 
and have been very active in the city-wide social studies division as well as active with groups like Teaching for 
Change and Facing History. I also am a big believe in the teaching of social studies being synonymous with 
active engagement in the local community through civic participation. I am also very well versed in opportunities 
and connections that can be made with projects throughout the city.

No

the DC Public Schools Social Studies 
Department has held many different 
collaborative sessions over the years 
regarding prioritizing the standards which I 
have been actively engaged in. But I have 
not been a part of a formal standards review.

High school education (9–12) History - World, 
Civics/Government

5 7 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

3 5/21/2020 14:45:41 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Sally Schwartz Globalize DC Eecutive Director

Globalize DC, the nonprofit organization I founded when I was still serving as Director of International Education for DCPS, works to expand 
access for DC K-12 public school students to meaningful and authentic learning about the wider world. We believe that global content, skills, 
experiences, and predispositions need to be embedded across disciplines and grade levels. In terms of social studies, I would be looking for 
global perspectives and information to be included in all courses (students need to understand that our city and our country exist in a global 
context), and to push for an expansion of required globally focused courses. As the nation's capital and a global city, we are missing an 
important opportunity - both in terms of educational resources at our disposal and the career landscape. Standards that embrace a global 
framework also help with the important work of elevating nonwhite actors (whether states or individuals). We can do so much better with our 
social studies teaching and I'm anxious to be a part of this important work. We also have a large network of partners involved in global work or 
global education and would view these voices/assets as important to the process.

1. Ensuring global content and competencies are embedded in all social studies courses (including US history and DC history).
2. Looking at new globally-focused courses. I have long advocated for a required Global Perspectives course to be added as a complement to US Government. We clearly need to do a better job with both.
3. More experiential learning taking advantage of the city's vast resources. 
4. Perhaps this is tangential, but I am very interested (through my own work and as a general proposition) in the potential for creating for-credit courses offered by educational institutions outside DC schools in order to expand more elective offerings 
for students. The availability of elective courses in social studies at the secondary level is extremely unequal. We need some innovative strategies to address this.

I was a social studies teacher on the original faculty of Duke Ellington School of the Arts, where we created our 
own World Cultures course. As Director of International Education, I actually had a leadership role in what I 
believe was the last social studies standards revision. Presently, Globalize DC's work is exclusively focused on 
DC public schools through afterschool/summer programs and general advocacy. Finally, as a DC citizen, I have 
been interested and involved in DC K-12 education in one capacity or another most of my life.

Yes

As Director of International Programs/Global 
Initiatives in DCPS (1999-2008), the one-
person Social Studies Office was within my 
office a period of time. The standards 
revision that took place during my tenure 
happened when there was a vacancy in the 
social studies position (crazy, right?). So I 
was more involved than I normally would 
have been in that process. I certainly recall 
some of the contentious issues. On the other 
hand, I have not had much experience 
writing standards, and don't see myself in 
that role.

High school education (9–12), I 
am interested in all grade levels, 
but definitively am personally most 
interested in high school.

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, I've studied 
and taught all this, but do not 
see myself as writing standards.

3 3 nonprofit education 
organization leader

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes
I'm assuming you will be practicing social 
distancing - what ever the appropriate format 
might be at the time. Thanks for the opportunity.

4 5/22/2020 16:05:42 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Corina Hernandez Garay US Senate Senior Accountant I want to make sure that Latinos are represented since we are an underrepresented population.
Implicit bias training should be mandatory, cultural exchanges and education are necessary, a foreign language option should be available to all students, and I would also encourage school events that encourage students to learn about cultures 
around the world. Another issue is mental health. Often we don’t know what’s happening in the home. We should find a way to help students cope with trauma so that they can actively learn and engage in the classroom. I would also encourage civic 
engagement.

I don’t have any experience. No

Early childhood education, 
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Civics/Government, 
Accounting/Finance

3 6 N/A, DCPS alumni N/A Female She/Her/Hers Other Yes Yes Yes

5 5/23/2020 16:38:37 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Chioma Oruh, Ph.D. I am small business owner of Chi Bornfree, LLC, a 
consulting, coaching and advocacy organization.

Founder and Principal Consultant

As a graduate of DC public schools who went on to serve our country as a Peace Corps Volunteer and then earned a Ph.D. in Political 
Science, I understand experientially and intellectually the impact of social studies. Having taught on the university level, I have been shocked 
at how under prepared young people of color especially are I’ll equipped to engage in the history of our country and the real events of history 
that shape contemporary politics and social movements. Additionally, as a disability rights advocate, by way of raising two sons with disabilities, 
I think it is important that we discover accessible pedagogy for all learners and provide space to teach DC children and youth about the 
disability rights movement and it’s intersectional relationship to history in general.

I would like to raise the issue of accessible curricular for students with disabilities, particularly those that don’t have access to the general education curriculum and the importance of social studies to this population of students. And to have disability 
studies, which is now a part of many higher education institutions, also be included in general education. Furthermore, it is important to include these within the framework of DC studies and other intersectional studies that touch on race, class and 
gender.

For the past 5 years, I have worked as an educational advocate, supporting families of children with disabilities, 
mental health conditions and special healthcare needs access their a free and appropriate public education 
(FAPE) in the least restrictive environment. I serve on many public advisory bodies to various District agencies 
encouraging more family-centered practices in education and healthcare, in particular.

Yes

As an educational advocate, I work with 
families and schools to create, augment and 
implement working learning plans for 
students with disabilities. I have also 
provided support on the school level as part 
of the Takoma EC local school advisory team 
(LSAT), written published articles on ESSA 
and have participated in testifying and 
reviewing key legislation at City Council 
impacting vulnerable students and families.

Early childhood education, 
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Special education for all ages

History - DC, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government, Black 
studies, Disability studies and 
Gender studies

4 2

DCPS parent, DC private 
school parent, Higher 
education educator/school 
leader/staff, I am a parent of 
two children with autism in 
nonpublic schools via DCPS

Elementary school parent Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes None that I know of at this time

6 5/23/2020 22:11:12 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Raymond Hamilton DCPS Teacher/Social Studies TLI As a teacher I directly teach and support the teaching of the Social Studies standards. I am interested in being a part of the committee to 
partake in providing insight on the values of the Social Studies community..

I would like to help bring the standards up to date to reflect current real world events, global issues and modern day solutions. 6th/8th Grade Teacher for 13 years No Middle school education (6–8) Geography, History - US I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

8 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His White, Black or African 
American

No Yes Yes N/A

7 5/24/2020 12:28:26 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Laquitta Marie Walker U.S. Census Bureau Statistician/Demographer
I am interested in serving on this Advisory Committee because as a trained Sociologist, I understand the importance of an accurate, culturally 
relevant social studies foundation. The breadth of topics covered in K-12 social studies curriculum can introduce learners into a range of 
subjects and spark interest in areas that ultimately help change and shape the communities of the future.

As a relative newcomer to the District and its educational system, I hope to contribute fresh ideas and perspectives to improve the current Social Studies Standards. It is my belief that revisions and updates are ongoing projects where refinement 
should be a persistent goal, when feasible.

Currently, my daughter is a rising first-grader in the Public Charter School District. I also have previous 
experience as a substitute teacher in Detroit Public Schools for grades K-12. In addition, I was an Instructor 
and Lecturer of Sociology at Arizona State University, and an Instructor of African and African American 
Studies at The Ohio State University.

Yes
As an university Instructor, I was tasked with 
making recommendations and modifying 
standards, when needed.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

History - US, Civics/Government, 
Sociology

7 I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

DC public charter school 
parent

Elementary school parent Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes No, there are no potential scheduling conflicts 
that I foresee at this time.

8 5/25/2020 22:00:45 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Rebecca Schouvieller DC International School Teacher

Social studies teachers have to do a lot of curriculum design work to select facts and weave them together into a coherent narrative; perhaps 
no other discipline has so much work to do in figuring out their "what." Get it right, and we teach students how to be members of a civic 
community and also how to be effective change agents for a better future. Get it wrong, and social studies is a lot of disembodied 
memorization that alienates and disempowers students. Good standards guide teachers to get it right. In addition, having taught both IB & AP 
and being a current charter teacher at a school with its own mission, I know the challenges of trying to follow both standards while meeting 
other curricular goals.

(1) Expanding the approach of equity from the current content-coverage approach to include civic action and a look at systems (2) Effectively integrating the skills guidance, guided by the C3 framework, with content standards (3) Making the content 
standards leaner so they provide actual, realistic guidance to social studies teachers about what to teach.

I've taught nine years of social studies in district and charter schools. I also have a master's degree in Learning 
& Teaching from the Harvard Graduate School of Education. I've supported new social studies teachers in a 
methods/fieldwork class, coached experienced teachers to develop C3-aligned curriculum with LearnZillion, 
written AP Psych test prep questions for Albert.io, and written curriculum for LearnZillion and Self-Evident Media.

Yes Wrote district-level standards based on C3 for 
school district in Maine

High school education (9–12)
History - DC, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government, 
Economics, Psychology; IB; AP

1 4 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

9 5/26/2020 15:22:24 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Lauren Grimes The Community Enrichment Project Founder and Educational Consultant 

There are many reasons I am interested in serving on this Advisory Committee. I am a DCPS graduate and native Washingtonian who 
understands the vast importance of our city’s school system. As a student and now as an adult, I have lived in Wards 7 and 8, and worked in 
and made memories across the District. I have seen first-hand how much students in underserved areas of the city are lacking when compared 
to students in other parts of the city with respect to educational attainment and support. We all have a responsibility to provide stellar learning 
opportunities to all students, across all eight wards. I want to serve to help craft the future of Social Studies for generations to come, to ensure 
they receive well balance, relevant, culturally sensitive Social Studies information. I have a professional and personal interest in reviewing the 
current standards and working with a team to make recommendations as needed to the State Board. As a parent, former substitute teacher, 
educational consultant, and professor of Social Sciences, I am very invested in the future of our education system. My son is a DCPS high 
school student and my husband is a DCPS teacher. 

My background in academia has fully prepared me to share my knowledge with others in order work towards the common goal of enhancing 
Social Studies education for young learners, who are also young citizens. I am aware of how critical this subject matter is to the development of 
active citizens within our nation. Youth need to be taught sound Social Studies lessons, and have the opportunities to practice what they 
learn, in order to gain civic engagement skills. The ultimate goal of a discipline like Social Studies is to prepare students for real life in 
adulthood.

I am well connected to my community and committed to being a servant leader. I know that if I am selected to be a member of this Advisory 
Committee I will be able to not only share my knowledge, but gather feedback and thoughts from the constituency I represent by directly 
connecting to stakeholders (students, parents, local education leaders, etc.) through various modes of community outreach—such as 
meetings, forums, and focus groups.

The current Social Studies Standards have not been updated in over 10 years. While the standards provide a good framework, there is much work to be done to update them. A sample of the concerns with the standards I would like to raise include:

-Adopting equitable and culturally sensitive Social Studies standards to ensure content is informative and factual, but also representative of the students that will be consuming the information. Many students I have spoken to feel disconnected from 
what they are learning because they feel the topics discussed and depictions they observe during Social Studies learning, such as within history and economics, only illustrate non-people of color and their stories. 

-Engaging all stakeholders--including teachers, students, parents, and civic education organizations that serve D.C. youth--to gather a range of feedback on the current standards (e.g. through panels, surveys, focus groups, school visits, public 
meetings, etc.) and expectations for future standards. 

-Ensuring students are introduced to Social Studies early on in school, and consistently throughout K-12. The current organization of the standards seems to jump from topic to topic, without much continuity or flow.

-Reiterating the history, government and politics of D.C. throughout K-12 education to ensure students are prepared to exercise political participation as youth and practice civic engagement. 

-Providing opportunities for enhanced student voice and participation through service and project-based learning so that students increase their knowledge of (representative) democracy. 

-Shifting to focus on more experiential learning. Since some students do not always perform well on standardized testing (of their Social Studies knowledge and in general), we should take into consideration those same students can use experiential 
learning opportunities to show others what they know. 

-Linking learning to the real world. Students I have talked to about current standards also say they want to learn more about current issues. They feel that they are only learning about topics that have occurred in the past and that they will not be 
prepared to help resolve the issues they are currently experiencing in their communities. This will increase the sense of relevancy of the subject matter as well.  

I served as a DCPS and DC Charter School substitute teacher, covering a range of topics. As a Social 
Sciences subject matter expert, I have also worked with teachers to provide educational workshops for their 
elementary, middle, and high school students related to various Social Studies related topics (culture, civics, 
government, politics, etc.) to complement their in-class learning.

Yes

As a professor and educational consultant, I 
have had experience creating, reviewing, 
and revising standards of learning, curricula, 
lessons, syllabi, and Social 
Studies/Humanities courses.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Civics/Government, Economics, 
Politics

7 2

DCPS parent, Higher 
education educator/school 
leader/staff, Educational 
Consultant

High school parent Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

10 5/26/2020 22:04:52 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Kristin Sinclair Georgetown University Assistant Teaching Professor

My research interests encompass place- and community-based education, as well as youth activism, organizing, and civic engagement; I have 
conducted research on these topics here in DC. I spend most of my time thinking and researching how teachers and schools can better 
engage young people in the process of transforming their places toward greater social justice. I see this as a unique and exciting opportunity 
to put my knowledge and skills to work to support the important work happening for our schools.

I'm interested in engaging in discussions about how to address and incorporate civic engagement - including non-traditional forms of civic engagement that challenge the status quo, address local inequities, and nurture justice-oriented citizenship and 
critical action - into the District's Social Studies Standards. What might it look like to create standards that make space for students to learn the skills and knowledge needed to advocate for change in their own neighborhood and city? I hope to share 
with the committee research and best practices in multiple forms of civic engagement and place-based social studies education (ie., learning about history, geography, civics, etc., through their natural environment, human and cultural community of 
their neighborhoods and cities).

I have previously been a classroom teacher and school mental health counselor, and I have taught courses on 
equity, social justice, anti-racism, and culturally relevant teaching to pre-service teachers. I currently teach in a 
masters program that takes a social justice, critical lens to K-12 education policy and advocacy.

No Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Civics/Government 4 2
DCPS parent, Higher 
education educator/school 
leader/staff

Pre-K 3/4 parent Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

11 5/27/2020 22:45:48 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Melanie R. Holmes DCPS Social Studies Department Chair/Teacher

I have desired to see a change in the District of Columbia Public Schools Social Studies content for as long as I have been a DCPS Social 
Studies educator. Current DCPS Social Studies standards are largely void of people of color and events that have shaped the culture of 
underserved communities. Not only do these absences reenforce Eurocentrism, but they ill prepare students to interact with the diversity of our 
local and global community. 
Originally, I thought the problem was the curriculum. Depending on the school, teachers lack the flexibility to teach historical content that is 
outside of the curricular modules provided by the school district. However, after seven years of teaching multiple grade levels and courses 
within the DCPS Social Studies department, I am now convinced that the problem stems from the standards. Therefore, I am thrilled about the 
opportunity to serve on the State Board of Education's Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee. 
I am an educator who is committed to the goals of SR19-7 which aim to implement revised standards that would be culturally inclusive, anti-
racist and promote civic engagement. In a country where people of color are at the bottom of literacy rates and the top of police brutality cases, 
and in a world that often judges people based on their color as opposed to their character, current Social Studies standards exclude major 
historical content that should be taught in school if Social Studies educators are expected to empower students to become future leaders. As a 
member of the Advisory Committee, I would be proud to refocus the direction of Social Studies education in DCPS so that students graduate 
high school equipped with the principles and values necessary to be productive citizens.

As a Social Studies educator, I believe it is my job to facilitate students' understanding of the world we live. Thus, students need historical context to determine for themselves why and how their community, country or the world is the way it is but are 
seldom provided the learning opportunities in which to explore these questions in school. To improve upon this dilemma, DCPS Social Studies standards need to include more than just what reenforces the popular narrative of U.S. and world history. 
Updated standards must include people, movements and ideologies that are omitted from Social Studies standards. It should involve themes in history that are also reflected within society today, such as oppression and resistance, and allow students 
to use historical thinking skills (chronological reasoning, comparison, cause and effect, historical argumentation) to make connections between past and present events while empowering them to take action in their own community. Some examples 
include:

1. The murder of Emmett Till in 1955 and its role in the emergence of the Civil Rights Movement compared to the murder of Trayvon Martin in 2013 and its role in the organization of the Black Lives Matter movement of today.
2. The causes and demands of the Black Power movement and Chicano movement of the 1960s and the effects of those movements in Black and Brown communities today.
3. The 2015 church shooting in Charleston, South Carolina and its historical context as it relates to the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama in 1963.

The presence of Black and Brown children should be stronger in revised standards, but not just standards that focus on their struggles. Revised standards must focus more prominently on how communities actively work toward overcoming struggles 
despite continued inequalities today. In this way, educators are able to inspire students to work together across differences to "positively influence society" as the DCPS vision statement prescribes.

I have been an educator for almost 13 years. For the last seven years, I have been teaching secondary Social 
Studies in DCPS for grades 6, 9 and 10. Currently, I am the Social Studies Department Chairperson at 
MacFarland Middle School. In this capacity, I lead professional developments for the school and my 
department; conduct informal observations and provide teachers with feedback; facilitate weekly department 
meetings; and serve on the Academic Leadership Team. Further, I have experience in curriculum writing in 
which I created curricular modules for 9th grade World Geography and led district-wide professional 
developments on how teachers could use that curriculum in their own classrooms. 
Prior to teaching Social Studies, I taught English/Language Arts for grades 6, 7, 9 and 10. I have also served 
as the grade level leader of grades 6 and 10.

No Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - US, History - 
 World

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

4

DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff, Doctoral 
student within the Howard 
University Department of 
History

Elementary school parent Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes No

12 5/28/2020 14:38:04 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Scott Abbott DC Public Schools - Office of Teaching and Learning Director, Social Studies

When the DC social studies standards were last updated, the effort was managed by my predecessor at DCPS in the years just before the 
creation of OSSE. Over the years in my role, I've fielded many questions from students, parents, teachers, and school leaders about the social 
studies standards. I've given much thought to how we could tackle revising the standards once a process was figured out to navigate the split 
authority and expertise for the process between DCPS, OSSE, the SBOE, and the DC public charter schools which has changed since my 
DCPS predecessor led the previous effort in 2006. Given my experience working with the current DC social studies standards, I know how 
important it is for us to update the standards and I have many specific ideas drawn from years of experience on the importance of standards, 
the effectiveness of particular processes for revising them, and the necessity of also planning effectively for implementation. I have worked in 
both sectors (DCPS, Friendship PCS) and supported teachers and students at 117 schools across all 8 wards of the city. When done well, 
social studies empowers students to be inquisitive, informed, and engaged members of society who use critical thinking, literacy, and inquiry to 
prepare for college, careers, and civic life. It's critically important for DC to improve our social studies standards and to ensure we create an 
environment for all students to have a well-rounded education. I have two children who attend public schools in DC and I'm committed to 
ensuring that they, along with their classmates, and students at every school in the city, are given the opportunity to learn social studies under 
the guidance of the best standards possible. I would very much like to be part of the effort to update the standards and look forward to the 
opportunity to collaborate with others across the city to ensure we have the best standards in the nation.

There are a number of issues to consider:
1. Fixing inaccurate or out-of-date standards: Since the standards were last updated in 2006, we've had nearly 15 years of history and scholarship which is not reflected in our standards. Our World History courses have standards more reminiscent of 
Western Civilization courses since much of the research on this discipline has been conducted in the last 20-25 years. Some of the 12th D.C. History standards have become factually inaccurate as new laws have been passed (e.g., the governance 
structure of education in DC). 
2. Incorporating social studies skills: The C3 Framework released in 2013 by the National Council for the Social Studies lays our 4 Dimensions of social studies skill and content indicators that put inquiry at the heart of the discipline. We should use this 
document to inform revisions as many states have done since its release. 
3. Improving the cultural relevancy of the standards: We often hear from students across DC that the standards do not strike the right balance between windows and mirrors, providing students with windows into other people and societies different 
from their own as well as holding up mirrors of historical experiences from those who are more reflective of students' own lives. 
4. Increasing the rigor of content for the elementary standards, especially in K-2: The current standards reflect an expanding horizons approach to social studies built on disproven misunderstanding of what young students are capable of learning. 
Writing curriculum for elementary grades, especially K-2, often relies on very vague and broad content (e.g., American symbols, citizenship) which can often feel uninteresting to both students and teachers while failing to help build the broad and deep 
knowledge about the world necessary for all students to become effective readers. 
5. Discussing course sequencing and standard granularity: There are many different opinions about the best way to organize the courses (e.g., how many years should World History be taught? What sequence should the U.S. History courses be 
ordered in? Should geography and economics be integrated or taught as standalone courses?), but it merits some discussion of the tradeoffs of different approaches and articulation of the rationale for the organization that is determined.

After starting my career as a high school social studies teacher, I have spent the past 16 years teaching and 
leading social studies educators. After serving as instructional coach at Anacostia High School, I began working 
as the social studies lead for DCPS in 2012. Since 2014, I have served as Director of K-12 social studies, 
currently working in the Office of Teaching and Learning and leading a team of 4 to support social studies 
curriculum, instruction, professional learning, assessment, and partnerships. Since OSSE has not had a state 
specialist to support social studies, I have often fulfilled that role during the past 8 years, including learning 
about how to best update social studies standards. I currently serve as the President Elect of the Council of 
State Social Studies Specialists (CS4), an associated group of the National Council for the Social Studies 
limited to those at state education agencies who are primarily responsible for social studies. Having been 
elected by my peers in other states, I have played an active role in the creation of the preeminent social studies 
standards guidelines, the C3 Framework, and cultivated relationships with my colleagues in other states, almost 
all of whom have led the standards efforts in their states. I have personally read and reviewed social studies 
standards from most other states, written curriculum for standards for Illinois and North Carolina, led 
professional development on standards for Hawaii, and provided feedback on standards from Utah and Iowa. 
In 2019, I convened a cross-sector group of social studies educators in order to discuss issues of common 
concern with an aim toward better collaboration. I have also served as the President of the Middle States 
Council for the Social Studies (2018-2020), a regional affiliate of the National Council for the Social Studies with 
1,500 social studies educator members from DC, MD, PA, DE, NJ, and NY. I have also taught as an adjunct 
instructor at the college level, including a politics course at Wingate University in North Carolina and elementary 
social studies methods at American University.

Yes

I currently serve as the President Elect of the 
Council of State Social Studies Specialists 
(CS4), an associated group of the National 
Council for the Social Studies limited to those 
at state education agencies who are primarily 
responsible for social studies. Having been 
elected by my peers in other states, I have 
played an active role in the creation of the 
preeminent social studies standards 
guidelines, the C3 Framework, and cultivated 
relationships with my colleagues in other 
states, almost all of whom have led the 
standards efforts in their states. I have 
personally read and reviewed social studies 
standards from most other states, written 
curriculum for standards for Illinois and North 
Carolina, led professional development on 
standards for Hawaii, and provided feedback 
on standards from Utah and Iowa.

Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics

4 6

DCPS parent, DCPS 
educator/school leader/staff, 
Higher education 
educator/school leader/staff

Elementary school parent Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes None

13 5/28/2020 16:13:35 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Eric Goldstein One World Education Director I am a former DC Social Studies teacher and I work with SS / Humanities teachers in 20 DC schools through my work. I am familiar with the standards and I am deeply committed to ensuring that they reflect 21st century skills and that teachers have the resources to meeting the standrds. I am a former Social Studies teacher at the middle and high school level in DCPS and two DC charter schools. Yes

I led One World Education through its 
alignment to the Common Core State 
Standards. I also helped other DC nonprofits 
with their alignment to the CCSS.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Geography, History - US, 
Civics/Government

1 1 DCPS parent Elementary school parent Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes Possible meeting participation conflict.

14 5/28/2020 18:05:13 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Lauren McKenzie DCPS Social Studies and English Teacher

I am interested in serving on this advisory committee because I intend on teaching history in DC over the next 20 years. As a career educator, 
DC’s power standards shape my classroom. I believe it is my responsibility to participate in this advisory committee because I have analyzed 
these standards with countless educators a teacher leader and Masters in Teaching Social Studies adjunct professor. In my classroom and 
leadership positions, the social studies power standards is the the most relevant component, and I would like to ensure they reflect the 
interests of my students and their culture.

I would like to ensure there are balanced historical perspectives in our standards that allow history to be explored from the perspective of all stakeholders, but especially the lens of the oppressed. Students should be exposed to diverse historical 
perspectives so they can apply appropriate historical thinking skills to draw conclusions and make predictions about the future of our world. I also believe the standards are too specific and extended in some areas. It can feel impossible to cover every 
content standard for a course, and I’ve struggled to do so as an experience teacher. I often find myself personally deciding what standards should be taught, and which standards should be sacrificed. If I do this, I am sure other teachers do as well. 
This means the history students are exposed to is based on their teacher’s values. By limiting the standards, we can design classes that cover them all and prevent teachers from using their bias when eliminating standards.

I am a secondary educator for DCPS and I teach secondary educators about social studies instruction in a 
Master’s of Teaching program at UDC.

No High school education (9–12) History - DC, Civics/Government I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

7

DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff, Higher 
education educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes N/A

15 5/28/2020 20:57:24 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Karen Lucas “Elev8” Community Advocate Former Social Studies teacher, Political Scientist, Passionate Advocate for Kids and Schools, Grasp Education Requirements to Compete on 
the World Stage

Include More and Better Integration of African American, Hispanic, Asian and Native American Studies as well as a stronger US Geography and US Governance focus in Primary Education; World View to include History for Our Allies, their Geography 
and Governance in Middle School; and, Global View, Critical Thinking and Policy, and Historical Retrospectives in High School.

I tutor; I have homeschooled; and, I have taught 4th, 5th, and 6th grade. No
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics

8 I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

Homeschool Parent Elementary school parent, 
Middle school parent

Prefer not to answer Prefer not to answer Prefer not to answer Prefer not to answer Yes Yes None

16 5/29/2020 14:58:55 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Christopher Wade KIPP DC Vice Principal

Prior to going into leadership I was a social studies teacher for many years. I even taught social studies enrichment to Higher Achievement 
students over the summer. I am passionate about effective social students content and creating opportunities for students to create 
connections between the past or different areas and their present experiences. I was also a curriculum developer with DC Public Schools and 
authored one of their cornerstone projects for 6th grade students

I would like to review the content we put in front of students in regards to text and videos to analyze for any bias. I would also like us to create opportunities to push student thinking and writing through processing and analyzing information to apply to 
their experiences.

4th - 8th grade Yes DCPS Cornerstone Curriculum Developer Middle school education (6–8) Geography, History - US, History - 
 World

8 8
DCPS parent, DC public 
charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

High school parent Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes With KIPP DC some days we are scheduled to 
work until 5:30

17 5/29/2020 15:18:54 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Amy Quinn Washington Yu Ying PCS Director of Teaching and Learning

The need for comprehensive and concept driven social studies standards is the driving force behind my application. As I guide my staff through 
curriculum development based on our current DC social studies standards, there are many gaps that need revision in order to grow our global 
citizens. I would be honored to be a working and collaborative part of the advisory committee that helps to bring about this change for the 
students of DC.

Equity, Social Justice, U.N. Sustainability Goals, Global and Local Perspective,
I have been an elementary (all levels from 4 year olds through 12 year olds) educator for over 30 years.
I have been a curriculum coordinator, helping staff to develop curriculum based on local standards for over 15 
years.

Yes
I have worked on advisory committees for 
Math standards and for Science standards in 
the past.

Early childhood education, 
Elementary education (K–5)

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics

6 5

DC public charter school 
parent, DC public charter 
school educator/school 
leader/staff

High school parent Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes none that I foresee at this time.

18 5/29/2020 17:22:37 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Maria Marable-Bunch
National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian 
Institution Associate Director for Museum Learning and Programs

I have extensive experience in curriculum development for Pre-K-12, especially in the subject areas of social studies, history, civic education 
and cultures. As a museum educator, I work closely with classroom teachers to design and implement curriculum resources based on museum 
collections that align with classroom teaching and learning. When museum resources are incorporated into school curriculum, you often create 
teaching and learning experiences that are more diverse and inclusive with multiple perspectives. Every child and educator in the district should 
have access to the richness of learning opportunities in this city (museums, cultural centers, historical sites and parks, our government, and 
international connections) through quality resources and a curriculum that supports learning in and out of the classroom.

How inclusive is the curriculum? Does it provide us the full American story representing multiple voices and histories and not just a one dimensional story with the viewpoints of a select few?

As a museum educator, I oversee the design and implementation of training teachers to use our resources to 
enhance their classroom curriculum as well as provide learning experiences for K-12 students in a museum 
setting. In 1995, I had the privilege to work with DCPS as the Smithsonian educator liaison for it museum 
magnet school project. I worked closely with Brent Elementary School and Stuart-Hobson Middle School to 
enhance academic achievement by merging learning in museums and the classroom. That project enabled me 
to observe the impact of infusing a range of learning experiences for every child.

Yes

I am currently serving on the steering 
committee for the project, Educating for 
American Democracy: A Roadmap for 
Excellence in History and Civics Education for 
All Learners. This project is supported by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
Division of Education Programs, in 
partnership with the US Department of 
Education's American History and Civics 
Education. This project is convened by 
iCivics, an online civic education resources 
created by former Supreme Court Justice 
Sandra Day O'Connor. I have also served on 
the Civic Renewal Network, Annenburg 
Public Policy Center, and the Advisory 
Committee for National History Day 
Organization. In my current job, I am 
overseeing the project, Native Knowledge 
360. It is a national education initiative that is 
working to transform teaching and learning 
about Native Americans. Launched in 2018, 
it tackles societal ignorance about Native 
American histories, cultures, contemporary 
lives by transforming how and what 
educators teach.

Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - DC, History - US, 
Civics/Government 4 2

Museum Professional and 
DC resident N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

19 5/29/2020 17:45:46 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Raheem-Eloheem Ali Statesmen Academy College Preparatory School for 
boys

Lead History Teacher: Kings 101 The reason why I teach is to teach young black and brown boys history through the perspective of a man who looks like them physically and 
culturally. It's one of my passions and God-given responsibilities.

I would like to focus on the framing of black slavery and colonialism. I would also like to put more light and focus on pre-colonial African civilizations since Africa is where the majority of our boy's bloodlines in DC begin. Lastly, I would like to push the 
standards to more aggressively include local politics, local elections, and how past local elections impacted our communities, good and bad.

I have been a lead teacher in DC for five years, going on six years. I have taught many subjects, but the main 
subject I have taught is History.

Yes

The first school I worked in left me 
responsible for the History standards. I had 
to read through the DCPS standards and 
recreate them based on what my school, at 
that time wanted.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - World, Economics, 
African History and Human Origin 
History

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

2 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

Pre-K 3/4 parent Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes No

20 5/30/2020 0:35:39 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Brynn Rosser Sousa Middle School TLI SS/ history teacher To assist with ensuring students are learning the necessary historical content that will enhance their educational and life growth. -How can we make learning relevant to the students lives, from past to real time, present. -4 years as 9th-12th High school AVID teacher/coordinator
-4 year as a 7th & 8th grade history teacher

Yes Write 6th grade curriculum in which we 
reviewed & revised the standards

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government

7 7 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Other No Yes Yes N/A

21 5/30/2020 8:07:56 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Aaron Dukes Center City PCS-Shaw Campus Principal As a social studies teacher by trade, I always had a dream to teach history in WDC. I'd love to support teachers and students in the bridging 
the resources of DC and the standards.

I'd like to deal with the teacher content capacity to purposefully and meaningfully teach standards. I taught 7th grade Civics/Geo for three years. I then taught AP US History for 3 years before becoming a school 
leader.

Yes I supported the 2010 rewrite of AL SDOE SS 
standards.

Early childhood education, Middle 
school education (6–8), Adult or 
non-traditional education

Geography, History - US, 
Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

6 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes We are unsure about the opening of school. I 
feel this may pose as a barrier.

22 5/30/2020 10:54:58 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Martisha Martin Distict of Columbia Public Schools Teacher Leader

My interest in serving on the advisory committee stems from being a classroom teacher. I understand the hard work and effort that goes into 
creating standards but I can see where the currents standards are only a baseline for potential learning. Also, some of the standards do not 
align with the skills that students need in our current educational environment. Robust and fully developed standards can set a great 
foundation for education excellence that will prepare our students for the future.

I would like the standards to provide more specific objectives that allow for students to develop skills in a sequential manner. I think that the standards should have more alignment from grade to grade so that students are building skills from school 
year to school year. I am an educator for DCPS. Yes

In my previous experience in Florida, I was 
on the content commitee for U.S. History End-
of-Course Exam.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - DC, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government, 
African-America History

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

8 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes n/a

23 5/30/2020 16:47:03 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Brynn Rosser (DUPLICATE) Sousa Middle School TLI SS/ history teacher To assist with ensuring students are learning the necessary historical content that will enhance their educational and life growth. -How can we make learning relevant to the students lives, from past to real time, present. -4 years as 9th-12th High school AVID teacher/coordinator
-4 year as a 7th & 8th grade history teacher

Yes Write 6th grade curriculum in which we 
reviewed & revised the standards

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government

7 7 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Other No Yes Yes N/A

24 5/31/2020 23:12:01 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Alexander O'Sullivan BASIS DC Student

I want to serve on this advisory committee because I am not satisfied with my social studies education as a public school student. Over the 
course of my term as Student Representative, I was empowered to voice my own experiences with social studies standards, and I felt the State 
Board truly valued my perspective as a student on the matter of social studies standards reform. I want to continue to make a difference and I 
am extremely invested in making our education system work for everyone and the way history is taught does not do our minority and oppressed 
communities justice. An accurate telling of the past and the state of the present is vital to a society that wishes to acknowledge the social and 
economic disparities that exist in the country and in the world and even though I may not see a change to the social studies standards in high 
school, these changes will still create a better world for me to live in. As a black teenager, soon to be a black man, growing up in a world and a 
society that reeks of euro-centrism and white supremacy, it is so important that the people around me have a real understanding of not just 
their history, but mine as well because out history affects the way we function today and interact with each other. We validate what appears in 
our school textbooks as true, and until everyone can see what the real truth is about the state of various people, and until students are not 
shielded by the white lies that persist in social studies' education, the society we live in will be forever divided on what is truth and what is not 
because critical and intensive thinking will not exist.

I would like to revise standards in US History and World History. 

On US History, I would like to see the mass genocide of Native Americans be told from a less eurocentric perspective, and one that can accurately depict the tragedies that happened, and a painting of Europeans who colonized not as saviors but as 
murderers. I would like to see the history of slavery to be told through the perspective of enslaved peoples in the 17th through 19th century which means encompassing slave spirituals, and the real-life accounts of slaves themselves. I would also like 
specifically for wars and foreign conflicts involving the US, to view events such as territorial expansion in the 19th century from non American perspectives. I would like a more detailed scope of how legislation in the 20th century pre-Civil Rights Era 
affected black communities. I would like to see a more extensive coverage of racism and racial disparities and its effects post-Civil Rights Era.

On World History, I would like to cover African history and Asian history to a more extensive depth and not just when these regions are being colonized by Europeans. I would also liketo be educated about this colonialism through the perspective of 
the colonized nation, not just through Europe’s account of them. I additionally want to learn more about African culture through oral history that exists and is passed down from generation to generation in African nations.

I am a high school sophomore and have gone through the K-12 education system and have experienced the 
current social studies standards from a first-hand perspective.

Yes

I currently serve as a Student Representative 
for the DC State Board of Education and I 
am currently attempting to review and revise 
distance learning amidst the pandemic which 
will be reflected in the annual Student 
Advisory Committee Report. I also will be 
reporting on how to maximize productivity 
within the classroom.

High school education (9–12) History - US, History - World, 
Civics/Government

6 I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

DC public charter school 
student

High school student Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes

I participate in YMCA's DC Youth and 
Government which used to take place every 
Tuesday from 5:30 to 7:30 but I do not know how 
this will go forward in the future due to the 
pandemic.

25 6/1/2020 10:41:31 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Shaunika Garba Browne Education Campus Teacher I would like to play a role in shifting the curriculum to include more in depth, meaningful, and anti-racist content. The curriculum should include the stories of people who reflect our entire student population. I am a middle school teacher, and have been an educator for 16 years. Yes

During my time at a charter school in PA, we 
did not have a curriculum. I created my own 
curriculum based on the ELA and Social 
Studies curriculum to teach 8th grade 
humanities.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - US I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

5 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes No

26 6/1/2020 15:49:06 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. William Kelley Friendship Public Charter Tech Prep Teacher I want to help construct the best way to teach our scholars and give teachers more flexibility Time periods of content is a major issue and can be divided up, I believe I am an 11th and 12th grade social studies teacher Yes
We have monthly curriculum deep dives 
where we see what standards we are 
struggling with and which are our strengths

High school education (9–12) History - DC, History - US, 
Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

8 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes No

27 6/2/2020 11:10:30 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Joyce Madyun YOUR Community Center Founder The lack of knowledge of social studies our students are given from K-12 DC history should begin in K and revisited every year After school programs for 30 years. Founded YOUR Community 23 years ago, No Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8)

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government

4 4

Community outreach living in 
Ward 4 over 40 years and 5 
children completing there 
education in DC and 7 
grandchildren whom I 
educated after school and

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes No

28 6/2/2020 12:58:24 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Barbara Davidson StandardsWork, Inc. President I am committed to strong social studies instruction as a foundation for literacy. I would be particularly interested in keeping a focus on content vs. simply social studies skills.
Significant experience; the improvement of K-12 education has been my life's work and career for over 40 
years. For 12 of those years I have run an organization that has been a leader in setting, and supporting state 
and local education agencies in implementing, academic standards.

Yes

Under my leadership, StandardsWork 
facilitated the development of DC's academic 
standards in English language arts, 
mathematics, science, social studies, and 
other subjects back in 2005-07. We have 
worked in states from Florida to California, 
Indiana to Texas.

Elementary education (K–5) N/A I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

Standards expert N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

29 6/2/2020 17:39:10 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Lindsay McCrea DC Public Schools Manager, Social Studies Content & Curriculum

As a former teacher in DCPS, I have experience in interpreting and teaching with these Social Studies Standards, and therefore I know first-
hand the issues that exist within them. I started in Central Office as a Curriculum specialist, and I worked with teachers at all levels to build the 
DCPS social studies curriculum from these standards. At that time, I was studying education policy through the lens of social justice through 
Georgetown's Masters in Educational Transformation program, and I felt the tension between what was proven to be effective for students of 
color in K-12 education and the current standards for social studies, which centers the White, European-American experience across all levels. 
In my current role, I've worked with District teachers and leaders to unpack our curriculum and have collected a vast amount of anecdotal 
feedback that has also informed my position, aside from drawing the same conclusions myself as a DCPS educator. In November 2019, I 
represented DCPS in providing testimony on the necessary revisions of the Social Studies Standards. I have also adapted this curriculum, and 
therefore revisited the current District Social Studies Standards, to meet the needs of distance learning due to COVID-19 closures, which has 
further informed my ideas around the prioritization of content for our students to ensure that they are truly prepared for college and career. In 
our current context, I feel it is important to bring an anti-racist perspective to the social studies courses in DC, and I believe that starts with our 
standards. If we are to dismantle the inequities in our District, I believe that starts with providing a foundation for a K-12 curriculum that allows 
students to explore their community and society in a culturally responsive, sustaining, and affirming way.

As noted above, I believe the District's current Social Studies Standards center a hegemonic narrative that deprioritizes the experiences of non-white people in American and world history. This is primarily what I would hope to change by being a part 
of the Advisory Committee. 

The sequence and scope of the courses K-12 in the District would also be something that I would raise as an issue. Currently, the gap between US History in 8th and 11th Grade causes gaps in learning and inhibits understanding.

As noted above, my entire career has been focused on K-12 education, from starting as a teacher at McKinley 
Tech High School. As a teacher, I was part of the Flamboyan Family Engagement Collaborative Fellowship, was 
a TLI LEAP Leader, and wrote curriculum modules and Cornerstones with the DCPS Social Studies team. I 
have been working primarily on curriculum development for the Social Studies team at DCPS Central Office 
since 2017. I also hold my master's in Educational Transformation with a specialty in policy and advocacy from 
Georgetown University, where my research focused on developing a social studies curricular framework that 
integrated aspects of inquiry and critical pedagogy and exploring the policy implications of such a framework. 
My bachelor's degree was focused on History education from Elon University, where I had the opportunity to 
teach and observe in many districts and contexts, including London and Kerala, India.

No
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - US, History - 
 World

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

6 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes None at this time.

30 6/2/2020 21:04:50 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Ronald Lee Newman Independent Contractor Independent Contractor I am a DC native and a life-long educator, arts administrator and strong advocate for ensuring student growth and success. I would like to serve a a thought partner and advocate. I served as a DC high school administrator for well over 10 years. Yes
For more than 10 years, I was responsible for 
establishing and reviewing various arts 
standards.

Early childhood education, 
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - DC 5 5 DCPS parent, DC public 
charter school parent

Elementary school parent, 
Middle school parent, High 

school parent
Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes Not at the moment.

31 6/2/2020 21:24:47 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Ashley Ross Meridian PCS Teacher Social Studies is important for our young students to learn because it helps students participate, understand, and become active members of 
society. They need to be able to make informed decisions about our world so we can create a better future.

Social studies should be more prevalent in our curriculum, whether it is embedded into language arts or standing on it own. It should also be culturally relevant and go deeper than surface content knowledge to give students a deeper understanding 
of our history.

I have taught general education in grades 2-4. I am passionate about social studies and try to embed it in 
everything that I do.

No Elementary education (K–5) History - US 3 1 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Asian No Yes Yes

32 6/3/2020 9:55:21 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Leah Welsh Center City Public Charter School-Petworth campus 3rd & 4th grade ESOL Humanities Teacher
I'm interested in serving on this Committee because I believe in the importance of deliberate Social Studies instruction for every single student 
in the District of Columbia. In my personal experience, I've seen that social studies is not often prioritized in many classrooms, and I want to do 
everything I can to advocate for strong and deliberate social studies education.

I would love to help revise the DC SS Standards through a lens of how to create culturally and linguistically responsive standards for all students. I would love to see themes of social justice and anti-racist
I'm certified in ESOL, SS, and ELA. I student-taught 12th-grade economics and 11th-grade US history. I 
worked as a middle school ELA teacher in DC. For the last few years, I've worked as an ESOL humanities 
teacher for 3rd and 4th grade.

No Elementary education (K–5), High 
school education (9–12)

History - US, History - World, 
Economics

5 4 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

33 6/3/2020 12:26:11 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Christopher Dotson-Robertson Friendship Public Charter Schools Teacher

In light of the events happening around our country right now with the riots surrounding black lives and police brutality, I have noticed that 
many people are not aware of the history of riots and prejudice in our country or in the world. Thus they are not aware of the change these 
actions create. The vast majority of the students that exist in the District of Columbia are African American. In my world history class, I have 
taught about many eras throughout history and the vast majority of this history surrounds Europe. Black students should know more about 
themselves, their history, and how they have influenced history globally.

I would like to add standards that cater to the history of the students we teach. This looks like providing standard and curriculum that allows black students to learn about the moors and their influence in Europe. That also looks like providing insight 
into how the history that happened in Europe and in Asia can influence how we experience life today.

I am certified to teach Social Sciences for grades 6-12. I also teach AP World History and World History II to 
10th graders at Friendship Tech Prep Academy in SE Washington D.C.

Yes I was on a committee that helped to review 
social science standards in Florida.

High school education (9–12)
Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

8 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes None

34 6/3/2020 12:52:36 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Michael Stevens Friendship Public Charter School Director of Social Studies

My position as the Director of Social Studies for one of the largest LEAs in the city requires me to be extremely familiar with the standards that 
will guide our curriculum. The standards that any city or state utilize are critical because they ultimately determine not just the content that 
students are or are not exposed to, but the depth, perspective, and and context in which students investigate a topic. I have long advocated 
for DC to revise and update the District's Social Studies Standards and recently co-chaired a task force that sought to assess the state of 
social studies in Washington, DC. One of the areas we heavily focused on were DC Social Studies Standards. I am confident that I can 
contribute to this process while learning from other's experience, expertise, and perspective.

Last year, I had the pleasure of testifying before the DC BOE re: DCSSS. The three issues I targeted were:

1) Organization and sequence - Ensuring that standards and the content they relate to vertically align in a progressive and logical sequence.

2) An emphasis on depth over breadth of knowledge - This is a central belief of the C3 Framework (college, career, civic life) and it also aligns to principles of Common Core. Given the vast scope of social studies, it is imperative that students have time 
to investigate essential concepts through inquiry rather than having a cursory level of knowledge on a variety of disjointed topics. 

3) Cultural relevance and perspective - The most frequent concern our task force found was a belief that current DCSSS does not offer a variety of perspectives or viewpoints. Given the population our city serves and the current challenges and crises 
our students face, it is imperative that social studies standards and the courses they will help design are culturally relevant and tell a variety of perspectives.

I taught multiple courses as a high school social studies teacher and have served as an instructional coach and 
assistant principal. I am currently the director of social studies for my LEA.

Yes

I have spent several years writing and 
revising the social studies curriculum for our 
LEA. In doing so, I reviewed the standards of 
multiple states.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government, 
Economics

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

5 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes No

35 6/3/2020 13:50:00 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Anthony Hiller DC Public Schools Manager, Social Studies
Both my professional and personal passions are connected to the successful implementation of rigorous, relevant social studies curriculum, 
which becomes both the pathway to safeguard our democratic republic and to ensure that all members of our community are equipped to take 
informed actions and access society's levers of power.

1) How social studies standards are written to disrupt the notion of a 'single story' of history.
2) To encourage that a wider-range of historical voices and perspectives are incorporated in standards themselves.
3) To move away from a list of content to cover; to instead focus on how content is purposefully integrated into spiraling skills that equip students to think, read, and write like geographers, historians, political scientists, etc.
4) To leverage standards in ways that develop, elevate and affirm the voices of our students.

I taught social studies for 6 years in Charlotte-Mecklenburg (NC), where I earned my masters in Educational 
Leadership and my National Boards in Social Studies. I came to DCPS in 2013 as a Humanities Master 
Educator. Since 2016, I've worked within Central Office on Social Studies Professional Development (LEAP) 
and, later, on curriculum and school supports for specific clusters of DCPS schools. In SY1920, I worked closely 
with Instructional Superintendents, school leaders, and social studies coaches/points of contact in Clusters 1, 
2, and 9.

Yes
I've reviewed standards deeply as part of 
assessment development work both in 
Charlotte and here in DCPS.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics

5 6 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes No. I will work around conflicts, unless they are 
dire emergencies.

36 6/3/2020 16:08:08 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Ashley Ross (DUPLICATE) Meridian PCS Teacher Social Studies is important for our young students to learn because it helps students participate, understand, and become active members of 
society. They need to be able to make informed decisions about our world so we can create a better future.

Social studies should be more prevalent in our curriculum, whether it is embedded into language arts or standing on it own. It should also be culturally relevant and go deeper than surface content knowledge to give students a deeper understanding 
of our history.

I have taught general education in grades 2-4. I am passionate about social studies and try to embed it in 
everything that I do.

No Elementary education (K–5) History - US 3 1 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Asian No Yes Yes

37 6/3/2020 16:10:51 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Joyce E. Hill DC Public Schools Teacher-First Grade I am very interested in serving on this Advisory Committee to take a look at Social Studies Scope and Sequence for first grade I would like to revise the Social Studies Unit on Compare and contrast the lives of early civilizations (Mayan, Inca, Aztec). Understand the location, culture, religion and scientific advances of each society. My school has departmentalized grade 1. I teach Reading and Social Studies. No Elementary education (K–5) History - DC 5 4 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

38 6/3/2020 17:12:09 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Lamar James Bethea Statesmen College Preparatory Academy Founding Kings 101 Instructor

I am interested in serving on this Advisory Committee because I believe the history that our students learn should include more global 
perspectives. Much of what students are taught is explained through the lens of the United States or European countries. I believe that history 
should emphasize the notion of shared humanity. At Statesmen, even though our history class is focused primarily on African and African-
American history, we examine how those from civilizations outside that scope went through similar events. When we taught about slavery, we 
decided to focus on how different civilizations had different versions of slavery for a week before bringing that concept to the people of Africa. 
This helped student develop a broader perspective on how the institution of slavery evolved over time.

Much of the history curriculum has a narrow perspective that doesn't show how many historical events or movements have occurred numerous times with a variety of civilizations. For example, the concept of slavery, diaspora, and expansion have 
happened to more than just one group of people. We study the African diaspora, but Africans were not the only people to experience this. Westward Expansion is a pivotal unit for primary school, but there were other civilizations that branched out for 
a variety of reasons. Many students learn best through contrast. If we introduce new lenses for them to understand new concepts, they will develop a deeper understanding of them.

I am entering my fourth year in the Urban Teachers program (DC Cohort, 2017). During my residency year, I 
was an instructional assistant for ELA (grades 6-8) and social studies (grades 7 and 8). In 2018, I began my 
career at Statesmen College Prep. I am the Founding Kings 101 (history/humanities) instructor. From 2018-
2019, I taught and created curriculum for the fourth-grade history class. This year, I am still teaching and 
creating curriculum for the fifth-grade class. I plan on moving up with my students and crafting their history class 
until they are finished with eighth grade.

Yes Middle school education (6–8) History - US, History - World 1 7 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes

39 6/4/2020 12:59:06 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Natasha L. Everett District of Columbia Public Schools Teacher
As an experienced educator with over 20+ years in the classroom, I understand how important curriculum standards are in developing 
knowledge and insight for students. Teachers use content standards as the central guide in lesson planning and designing the student 
learning experiences.

How will the new history standards integrate culturally relevant content and social justice performance tasks? I have taught Social Studies for more than 20 years. No High school education (9–12)
Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

3 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

High school parent Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

40 6/4/2020 13:59:40 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Mary-Clare McNatt National Archives Education Specialist 

As the DC National History Day coordinator, I work with the DCPS Social Studies Director and his team to implement National History Day in the 
middle and high schools. I support DC teachers and students with both teacher and student workshops and coordinate the DC National History 
Day competition at the National Archives. Year after year, I observe students who are inspired to lead, to learn more, and make their world a 
better place because of their National History Day projects. Programs such as National History Day in which students have a voice in what they 
study are very powerful.

The curriculum needs to be updated to reflect the concerns and issues of the students and the communities in which they live. The curriculum needs to engage the students and encourage them to take an active civic role in their communities and in 
the nation.

For the past 14 years, I have been the DC National History Day coordinator. Prior to that I taught social 
students in grades 6-12 for twenty years.

Yes
I was the Social Studies department chair at 
two schools. At both schools we reviewed 
and revised the standard of learning.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - DC, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

2

Education Specialist at the 
National Archives and DC 
National History Day 
Coordinator

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

41 6/4/2020 15:43:04 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Telithia Anthony Friendship PCS Teacher I want to be apart of this overhaul of standards for the scholars in DC. This process is long overdue. Students should be exposed to high level 
standards along side learning about social justice issues.

I believe students being well versed on social justice issues will allow students to spot out discrimination and inequality throughout history and present day. I am involved in implementing quality instruction to middle school students in DC Yes Yes, when FPCS changed the curriculum, I 
was able to give input.

Middle school education (6–8) History - DC, History - US 5 6

DCPS parent, DC public 
charter school parent, DC 
public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

Elementary school parent, 
High school parent

Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes No

42 6/5/2020 10:27:36 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Kawanza Billy The Black Swan Academy Program Manager

As a student I advocated for an inclusive social and culture experience in school; including updating the curriculum to accurately reflect the 
history of black and brown people. As an adult through my business which supports with social impact initiatives and role at a non-profit that 
develops young black leaders, I am advocating for the same. These experience lead me to be passionate about being included in the decision 
made about social studies standards.

Including a comprehensiveness timeline of history of black and brown people. I provide civic and leadership development for 6-12. No
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

History - US, Civics/Government 8 8 Out of School Program N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes
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Applicant ID Timestamp

After you apply, your application will be published 
online for public review. Before completing this 
application, please check the box below to indicate you 
are comfortable with the State Board publishing your 
application. All contact information will be removed 
before the application is shared, but your name will be 
attached. 

Full Name For which organization do you work? If you are a 
DC student, which school do you attend? What is your role (list the title)? What makes you interested in serving on this Advisory Committee? What issues would you like to raise with respect to revisions and updates to the District's Social Studies Standards? What, if any, involvement do you have in K–12 education? Please explain.

Do you have prior 
experience with 

reviewing or revising 
standards of learning?

If yes, please explain.

Is there a specific grade or 
grade-band in which you are 
most interested or 
experienced? Check any/all that 
apply.

What content expertise do you 
have in the social sciences? 
Check any/all that apply.

Do you live in the District 
of Columbia? If yes, in 

which ward do you live?

Do you work in the District 
of Columbia? If yes, in 

which ward do you work?

I am a _____________. 
Please select all that 
apply.

I am a ________. Please 
select all that apply.

What is your gender 
identity?

What are your preferred 
pronouns?

What is your race? One or 
more categories may be 

selected.

Are you of Hispanic, 
Latino/a, or Spanish 

origin?

The first meeting will take place on Tuesday, July 7, 2020, 
from 5–7PM. After that, the committee will meet regularly 

on the second Tuesday of each month from 5–7PM (Aug 11, 
Sept 8, Oct 13, Nov 10, Dec 8). A second round will occur 
in Spring/Fall 2021. Can you commit to attend 80% of all 

meetings?

We ask that committee members stay engaged between 
meetings through activities such as reading articles, 

reflecting on other states' social studies standards, and 
soliciting feedback from community and stockholder 
groups. Can you commit to full participation in these 

activities?

Are there any potential scheduling conflicts 
you foresee? If so, please let us know what 
they are.

43 6/5/2020 13:24:33 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Stacey Eunnae Advocates for Justice and Education, Inc. (AJE) Senior Staff Attorney

The opportunity to upgrade our social studies standards in the District's schools appeals to me as a District resident (since 2012) because you 
cannot prepare for the future unless you understand the past. This is a global world and I am a global girl, as my parents worked as foreign 
service officers and I lived the first half of my life abroad in different countries in Eastern and Northern Africa (Zaire/D.R.C., Malawi and Egypt). 
As a result, I had a really diverse K-12 education primarily outside of the United States and therefore, I think I can offer a unique perspective 
on education. I have seen many different teaching styles and popular portrayals of "social studies" from the perspectives of different countries 
and cultures. For children to study society, learn history and then apply that knowledge practically in their lives we need to keep up with the 
times and the technology. I think I can be helpful with both of those things.

cultural competency, implicit bias, relevance, statistics, scientific principles I have been practicing education law, primarily K-12, in the District for approximately 7 years now and have 
represented hundreds of D.C.'s students and their families in educational matters.

Yes

I was part of a group of students that helped 
create an Asian American Studies minor at 
the College of William & Mary. I taught as a 
professor at the University of the District of 
Columbia's Juvenile and Special Education 
Law clinic for two years and participated in 
many internal dialogues about the need to 
review/revise learning practices and 
standards.

Early childhood education, 
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

History - DC, History - US, 
Civics/Government

1 2

former higher education 
educator; current 
educational advocate for 
families

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White, Asian, Other No Yes Yes

44 6/5/2020 15:05:45 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Natalie Wexler I am self-employed. I am an education journalist and the author of The Knowledge Gap (2019) and co-author of The Writing Revolution (2017).

As a journalist writing about education, I am deeply concerned about the marginalization of social studies in the elementary and middle grades, 
especially over the last 20 years, and the crippling effects that has had on many students' ability to do high-school-level work in related 
subjects--and on their ability to participate meaningfully in a democratic society. As a former professional historian, I also have a deep 
appreciation of the importance of historical knowledge.

I would like to examine the widespread view that history is a developmentally inappropriate topic at lower grade levels--a belief for which there is no evidence. I am also extremely concerned about the lack of basic geographical knowledge on the part 
of many students, including those at the high school level. For example, DC teachers at ALL grade levels have told me that when asked to point to where they live on a map, their students have pointed to Washington STATE. It's important that 
students begin acquiring a sense of history and geography in the early grades because it's much harder to address these gaps in knowledge later on.

I have a general background in journalism and have been writing about K-12 education for the past eight 
years, beginning with a stint as editor of Greater Greater Education, a sub-blog of Greater Greater Washington. 
My focus has been on issues of equity. In addition to my books (The Knowledge Gap and The Writing 
Revolution), I have written about K-12 education for publications including The Atlantic, The New York Times, 
and The Washington Post. In the course of doing my reporting, I have spoken to dozens of teachers and 
visited many classrooms, especially at the elementary level.

No Elementary education (K–5) History - US 3 3

I am a former DC private 
school parent and a 
journalist who spent several 
years writing about 
education issues in DC.

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

45 6/5/2020 15:07:19 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Toniann Maniscalco DCPS teacher Secondary Teacher As an educator I have struggled with teaching a set of standards that do not reflect the needs of the diverse student bodies at the schools I 
have taught.

I would like to raise the issue of a set of standards that are relevant to students lives and that are culturally, racially, and socially diverse. The standards must have a social justice lens rooted in critical theory. I have been a DCPS teacher for five years. Yes
I have served as a DCPS teacher for five 
years, and in that role I have to work closely 
with standards.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World

5 3 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes None

46 6/6/2020 2:20:58 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Ashley Ross (DUPLICATE) Meridian PCS Teacher Social Studies is important for our young students to learn because it helps students participate, understand, and become active members of 
society. They need to be able to make informed decisions about our world so we can create a better future.

Social studies should be more prevalent in our curriculum, whether it is embedded into language arts or standing on it own. It should also be culturally relevant and go deeper than surface content knowledge to give students a deeper understanding 
of our history.

I have taught general education in grades 2-4. I am passionate about social studies and try to embed it in 
everything that I do.

No Elementary education (K–5) History - US 3 1 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Asian No Yes Yes

47 6/6/2020 13:58:24 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. NiLa Austin DCPS Educator As a SEM educator, I create relevant social justice curriculum and would love to share my insight as a member of the advisory committee Emphasis on social justice topics (in relevant areas), emphasis on the contributions of people of color in all respective SS units Current SEM educator, previously taught SS, ELA, & SPED Yes Currently in a doctoral program and 
creating/piloting my own curriculum

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - US, History - World I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

4 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

48 6/6/2020 14:54:08 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. NiLa Austin (DUPLICATE) DCPS Educator As a SEM educator, I create relevant social justice curriculum and would love to share my insight as a member of the advisory committee Emphasis on social justice topics (in relevant areas), emphasis on the contributions of people of color in all respective SS units Current SEM educator, previously taught SS, ELA, & SPED Yes Currently in a doctoral program and 
creating/piloting my own curriculum

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - US, History - World I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

4 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

49 6/6/2020 17:29:29 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Matthew P. Goodman Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) Senior Vice President, Director of the Economics Program

I believe that civic education is a -- arguably THE -- cornerstone of our democracy. As a native Washingtonian, a parent, and someone who 
has spent his career working on public policy, I believe that all children in Washington should leave school with a rich understanding of 
government and US and international affairs. Recent events have shocked me to the core and I would like to contribute to the improvement of 
my city and society.

I am not familiar with the District's Social Studies Standards and am not able to answer this question at present. However, if selected for the Advisory Committee, I would study the standards and try to offer my best thoughts and advice on how to 
improve them.

My now-23-year-old son attended Horace Mann Elementary School in Ward 3, and I have occasionally hosted 
DC public school students at my think tank for informational sessions.

No High school education (9–12) Civics/Government, Economics, 
US Foreign Policy

3 2 N/A N/A Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes I can be flexible.

50 6/6/2020 17:58:37 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Gerald E Sroufe Recently retired from Am Educ Research Association; 
currently ANC Commissioner

Before Retirement: Senior Advisor, AERA; current Commissioner ANC6b Began education career as m.s. social studies teacher; one never loses interest.
Standards represent an operational definition of the goals and values of an education system. Good standards can direct learning, suggest innovation, foster sound evaluation; and foster accountability. But poorly conceived or inappropriate 
standards can do the opposite. Additionally, I note and support the Board's interest in comparative analysis with other states but caution that successful standards reflect the values and resources of specific education systems, and are not "good" or 
"strong" independent of fit with a given system.

Career includes middle school teaching, professing about education, design and direction of national program 
in leadership for school administrators, and 30 years in an education research association focused on critical 
assessment.of teaching and learning within K-12 education.

Yes
. ; evaluation of major national 
standards/assessment programs through 
AERA.

Early childhood education, Middle 
school education (6–8), High 
school education (9–12), I have a 
long academic and personal 
interest in subject of political 
socialization across all ages: How 
does education impact one's 
understanding and engagement 
of governance systems?

Civics/Government, Economics, 
My academic background 
includes recruitment to a novel 
PhD at the U of Chicago. The 
program required extensive work 
in the social and behavioral 
sciences: in my case this meant 
political science, public 
administration, sociology, and 
economics.

6 6 Former DCPS parent of two. N/A Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes
Actually, scheduled meetings are early on the 
same day as ANC meetings -- I am doubly certain 
to be in town and available.

51 6/6/2020 23:29:55 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Keith J. Scott Rapides Parish School District (AMMS) Louisiana 7th grade Social Studies Teacher
The interest is embedded in my passion for Social Studies education. The opportunity to engage students with critical thinking as it pertains to 
society in history as well as today, empowers their ability to produce change. The elevation of thought, collaboration, and discussion, and true 
academic dialogue prepares the mindset to advocate for change based on history.

The issues that I would like to raise with respect to revisions and updates to the District's Social Studies Standards are allowing students to have cultural awareness and belonging as it pertains to history. What identity does the social studies topic 
have with the specific student. How can the identification within the social studies topic further engage the student, to elevate their higher order thinking skills, which empowers their thirst for further social studies.

I am presently a 7th grade Social Studies Teacher. I have taught 8th grade Social Studies, ELA, Journey to 
Careers, and Law Magnet. All of these subject matters are aligned to reading close and critically, academic 
writing for explanation, and building the student to draw clear inferences based on supporting details. The 
analyzation of documents and interepretation of timelines, maps, charts, graphs, to evaluate cause and effect 
relationships.

Yes

As a Lead Teacher, I was afforded the 
opportunity to de-construct the standards in 
Social Studies and ELA. This was most 
important to teachers for intentional lesson 
planning as well as rigorous standards based 
activities to structure student skills in 
evaluation, interpretation, explanation, and 
drawing inferences.

Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8)

Geography, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government, 
Economics

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

Higher education 
educator/school leader/staff, 
I am a Middle School Social 
Studies Teacher

Pre-K 3/4 parent Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes N/A

52 6/7/2020 15:23:51 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Aaron Besser Wilson HS (DCPS) Teacher (Social Studies)

I am interested in serving on this committee for two main reasons. First, standards should better support social justice. The current social 
studies standards and curricula leave inadequate space to effectively cover important historical context and social issues that relate to 
students’ lives today. While individual teachers and different cohorts at schools are able to work in current events and draw real-world 
connections from content to today, it often feels rushed and incomplete. We are often unable as educators to follow through on teaching the 
causes, formation of, and impacts of different social movements both historical and today. If content standards allowed for easier integration, 
and if skill standards more strongly emphasized civic principles and taking informed action, then we could better teach with a social justice lens. 
Secondly, I am personally attending grad school to earn a Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction. I have a passion for learning 
about, revising, and adapting curricula and overall lesson arcs to better suit student learning and growth. With my education, I am continuously 
learning more about important elements of curricula, the importance of collaboration in developing it, and how to integrate content and skills 
into a larger overall lens.

As stated above, I want to revise and update standards to ensure that from kindergarten through 12th grade, students’ social studies curricula reflect a lens of social justice. That includes the content that students are learning. The content needs to 
reflect social movements and a “people’s history” as opposed to a “great man’s history.” The actions of a few influential figures are less important and relevant to students lives than understanding how communities and societies on a larger scale grow, 
develop, change, and resolve conflicts. Additionally, skills standards can better support a social justice lens. I want to ensure that skills involving reading, writing, speaking, and listening are not just academic but rather have real world connections. The 
standards should spark assignments that can lead to students learning about local issues, developing ideas for taking action, and welcoming a diverse set of perspectives when problem-solving and resolving conflict. I don’t believe that the standards 
need to be rewritten from scratch, but they can be updated and revised to better support educators in teaching through a social justice lens.

Currently I am a high school social studies teacher at Wilson HS. I have just completed my fourth year of 
teaching there, and I have an undergraduate degree in Secondary Education from American University. I am 
also currently enrolled in a graduate program at Marymount University seeking an M. Ed. in Curriculum and 
Instruction. At Wilson HS, I teach primarily 9th grade World History I, but I also teach AP Human Geography to 
mostly 10th and 11th graders. Beyond teaching, I sponsor multiple clubs, help coach the school's ultimate 
frisbee team, and work with other teachers on parent outreach and professional development programming.

No Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government

6 3 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes

My fall grad classes will be on Monday and 
Wednesday evenings which do not conflict with 
this; however, it's likely based on the spring 2021 
course offerings that my available evenings 
would change. That being said, if the committee 
is able to change the day of the week if my 
availability changes, I will certainly commit to 80% 
attendance or higher for the meetings.

53 6/7/2020 17:26:52 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Rachel Bergsieker Human Rights Educators USA (HRE USA) & the 
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)

Co-Regional Representative (HRE USA) & Consultant (AFSC)

In 2008, the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) led organizing efforts to declare Washington, DC the first Human Rights City in the 
United States. The historic City Council Ceremonial Resolution passed unanimously. It recognized the continuing importance of educating 
citizens about human rights. I am interested in serving on the Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee to ensure that human rights 
principles are embedded within DC's social studies standards, fulfilling this commitment. (https://www.afsc.org/resource/washington-dc-human-
rights-city-resolution)

Human rights principles & civic engagement.

The curriculum for the “Human Rights and Social Action” elective course (please see below) is steeped in experiential-based civic learning so that youth can exercise their own agency to resist forms of oppression. The curriculum culminates in a social 
action project where youth identify local human rights violations and develop their own projects/campaigns to address those violations. 

The opportunity to learn about human rights and exercise civic agency should not only be available to students enrolled in the "Human Rights and Social Action" elective, but to all students, across every grade. These concepts should be reflected in 
DC's social studies standards.

DC's Human Rights City Resolution notes a partnership between AFSC and DCPS for the creation of courses 
that teach students about human rights issues. From 2008-2018, AFSC facilitated human rights education 
workshops for over 800 DC students. During the 2019-2020 school year, a new high school social studies 
elective course entitled "Human Rights and Social Action" was introduced to DCPS. As AFSC's Human Rights 
Learning Associate, I co-authored the curriculum and coordinated the implementation of this elective course. In 
its first year, it was offered at 3 DCPS high schools: Anacostia, Dunbar and Roosevelt. During the 2020-2021 
school year, it will be offered at Dunbar and Roosevelt High Schools.

No

I aligned the curriculum for the "Human 
Rights and Social Action" elective course with 
Common Core standards and the C3 
framework.

High school education (9–12) Civics/Government 1 2 DCPS partner organization 
staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

54 6/7/2020 20:01:03 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Shelina Warren Dunbar High School Social Studies TLI Teacher Leader

I believe in the importance of Social Studies education. I have been teaching Social Studies for 17 years and I know that this is the most 
important time to ensure Social Studies curriculum represent us all. In addition, as a Social Studies teacher in Arkansas, I served on their Social 
Studies Standards Advisory Committee back in 2006 representing my school district. In DCPS, I am a Social Studies leader and work closely 
with other Social Studies teachers and hear and see their frustrations with certain content, based on the standards, on a consistent basis.

- more specific language of marginalized groups
- more diversity, student voice, student choice
- equal representation of women
- antiracist social studies standards that center 21st Century Global Skills like creativity, collaboration, citizenship, communication, critical thinking, and character.
- limit the number of standards (make some optional)
-unify the standards - tie economics with DC History, etc. (emphasis on sociology to show how concepts come together?)

I have taught K-12 education for 17 years. I am a National Board Certified Social Studies teacher in Social 
Studies. I teach Social Studies at Dunbar HS.

Yes
I served on the standards revision committee 
when I was teaching Social Studies back in 
2006.

High school education (9–12) Civics/Government, Some 
Economics

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

5 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

55 6/7/2020 22:23:55 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Reginald L. Williams DCPS Teacher
This Advisory Committee has special interest for me because I understand the importance of critical design. In the wake of heightened cries 
against racism, the committee presents a unique and important opportunity to design Social Studies standards that reflect the highest values 
of our society (fairness, justice, equality, respect, peace).

I truly believe DC History can be used as a way to teach students a comprehensive lens of the African American Experience. DC History intersects the historic aspects of enslavement, rebellion, emancipation, reconstruction, renaissance, Civil Rights, 
voter suppression, as well as the present day realities of gentrification and the inequalities of healthcare, education, income, etc.

Among other revisions, I would fully hope Advisory Neighborhood Commissions and their authoritative nature are taught in a standardize way that ensures students understand the power of ANCs, and are encouraged to participate in that essential, 
local form of government. 

Lastly, I would strongly encourage that US Government remain a class for High School students, but that at the bare minimum, the understanding of a "social contract" is accessible to students at a much earlier age.

I am completing my 7th year as a DCPS teacher, and my 6th as a social studies teacher. Yes
The experience I have in reviewing educating 
standards is substantiated in creating 
curriculum for my students.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - DC, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government

7 1 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes n/a

56 6/8/2020 8:59:37 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Emily Brimsek National Center on Education and the Economy Manager, Professional Learning Programs

I am deeply committed to supporting high-quality social studies and history education at the K-12 level. I hold a doctorate in History, and 
following my doctoral work, I have spent the last nine years working with K-12 educators around the country to support high-quality social 
studies and history instruction, with a particular focus on critical and analytical thinking. This work has included: developing and providing 
professional learning experiences for teachers and school leaders; coaching teachers on effective instructional practices in history and social 
studies; contracting with third-party curriculum providers to support use in schools (in particular, Cambridge International Examinations and ACT 
QualityCore); conducting research and review of history and social studies standards in top-performing international education systems; and 
developing, piloting, and publishing on a new form of history assessment for middle- and high-school students. Further, I have been a DC 
resident for the past nine years. I have a young child who will be attending DCPS, and would love to be a part of DCPS's focus on high-quality 
history and social studies instruction. I believe that with strong standards and instructional approaches, these classes can be among the most 
important that students have in their K-12 education.

A focus on disciplinary thinking and disciplinary literacy (e.g. the history and social science discourse practices that allow students to analyze and think critically about sources of information); the role that various disciplines (economics, political science, 
geography, sociology, and so forth) play in constructing effective social studies curriculum; the connection between history/social studies and everyday life; and the role of historical narratives in shaping societies and how - and by whom - those 
narratives are produced.

In my nine years at the National Center on Education and the Economy, I have worked with public and charter 
schools in 11 different states on their approach to teaching and learning in history and social studies. This has 
ranged from creating and delivering formal PD to coaching teachers to serving as the history/social studies 
specialist as part of a five-year pilot to support more rigorous history instruction through improved standards and 
assessment. I have also worked alongside a professor at the University of Pennsylvania to develop a history 
assessment format that was adopted as an alternative to the Virginia SOL assessment for middle school in 
Prince William County.

No
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - US, History - World, 
Civics/Government

5 2 Future DCPS parent N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes None.

57 6/8/2020 11:04:30 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Justine Hipsky Mikva Challenge DC Program Director of Issues to Action Program I'm interested in using my background as a former DC high school teacher as well as my current lens of being an education/youth civic 
engagement partner here in DC to help ensure that the aims of SR19-7 are substantively and meaningfully met.

I'd like to discuss the prospect of writing the standards in a way that allows students to dive deeper into important content, as opposed to trying to cram too much in -- a focus on depth over breadth. Additionally, looking at all ways in which standards 
can be shifted to be far less euro-centric, and far more focused on how DC's young people can apply content to their current lives and their present communities in relevant ways. A focus on "learning by doing," especially when we talk about 
meaningful civic engagement.

I have a M.Ed. in Secondary Social Studies Education from the University of Florida, and taught 12th grade 
U.S. Government and DC History and Government at Anacostia High School from 2013-2016. During the 2015-
16 school year, I served as a teacher leader with DCPS, helping to write cornerstones and facilitating PD 
sessions for my 12th grade teacher cohort. 

Since 2016, I have served as the Program Director of Mikva Challenge DC and my current work revolves around 
1. training DC middle and high school educators to use our Action Civics/community problem-solving curricula, 
and 2. programming and facilitating our two annual citywide youth events.

No Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - DC, History - US, 
Civics/Government, Economics

1 2
Former DCPS teacher and 
current civic education 
partner with Mikva DC

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

58 6/8/2020 12:34:05 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Beth Ratway American Institutes for Research Senior Technical Assistance Consultant I am very interested in any work around social studies standards revision across the country. I love to help teams understand the current 
research and best practice that can help them make informed decisions about the process.

I do not know the issues as of yet but I can bring my expertise to help begin to identify the issues and gaps in the standards using a set of common criteria for high quality social studies standards. I work across the nation supporting the design, revision and implementation of social studies standards. I have 
worked with at least 12 states to support this work.

Yes

I work across the US supporting the 
development and revision of social studies 
standards. I have worked in HI, CO, NE, IA, 
WI, CNMI, NJ and many others who have 
recently revised their social studies 
standards. I facilitated the revision process 
and have supported implementation in most 
of them.

N/A Geography, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

Senior TA consultant in 
standards revision and 
implementation

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes Depends on if meetings are virtual or in person - 
would need to travel if in person

59 6/8/2020 13:01:59 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Maureen B Harris Washington Yu Ying PCS (retired) but continue to 
work contractually, as needed

Lead English teacher I previously taught middle school English and Social Studies and have always been concerned with the lack of diversity, the narrow perspective 
of the SS curriculum

diversity, multi-culturalism, a broader perspective Currently, I am retired; however, prior to the pandemic restrictions, I conducted a singing class, AND I am 
currently involved in writing a SS curriculum that would be more inclusive

Yes

I am currently writing a SS curriculum that 
would be more inclusive and allow students 
to look at American History through a broader 
lens.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - US I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

4 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes no

60 6/8/2020 13:34:05 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Kristin Anclien Bridges PCS Arts Integration Coordinator / Science & Social Studies Curriculum Manager
I've been an educator in DC for 15+ years and I have not seen schools teach high-quality, meaningful social studies instruction. I believe that 
social studies in important and should be more of a priority for schools. I think that by integrating ELA and social studies, teachers can creating 
authentic and lasting learning experiences and increase student achievement and even test scores.

I think that they standards in the upper elementary grades are overwhelming. Teachers do not have the time to teach these standards within the school year given all of the other requirements. I am an educational leader and support the social studies, science, and arts curriculum at my school. No Elementary education (K–5)

General Knowledge of K-5 social 
studies, expertise in integrating 
curriculum and project based 
learning.

6 4 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

61 6/8/2020 15:46:39 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Karen Lee Thurgood Marshall Academy Social Studies Teacher & Department Chair

There are many different things that interest me on working with the Advisory Committee. First, I am a Social Studies teacher and have been 
teaching in DC classrooms for the last 16 years. Many of those years I have also lead teams of history teachers to create curriculum that is 
standards based and engaging to students. In many ways, those two things are often in conflict with each other with the current standards. I 
would love to continue my work (began with a small group of Social Studies teachers a year ago) looking at the standards to understand better 
ways to make the more representative of the student body, centered more in action civics and more connected to larger themes of history. I 
also have an opportunity to work with a student lead activist group, Pathways 2 Power, and one of the main pillars that we always come back 
to is the importance of understanding history in a way that centers the African American experience and not a European experience. We in a 
time where we have to start listening to our young people of all ages about what they need to know to understand the world around them. We 
have an opportunity to explore what it would mean to have anit-racist, action civics orientated standards that weave the fuller story of history 
through all ages and social studies classes. Being apart of that work is exciting to me!

Many of the issues are mentioned in the statement above. I am very passionate about centering student voice in student's own learning. That doesn't mean that we throw standards out and not let them guide students into deeper learning. But it 
does mean that we have to listen to students to help guide us in that work. Through my work with Mikva Challenge (both local and national), the community of teachers I have found as the 2019 DC Teacher of the Year Runner-up, and simply staying 
connected to an outstanding group of educators in DC and across the country through PD networks, I continue to come back to the importance that social studies classes play in helping students make sense of the world we live in. I hope to bring 
those lessons in to impact the revisions and updates that DC Social Studies Standards need to add new life into our courses.

I am a full time teacher in a high school. I lead a team of social studies teachers. I regularly lead and develop 
PD through the Mikva Challenge network. I actively take PD courses over the summer through NEH, Gilder 
Lehrman, ZinnEd Project and other organizations to learn more about content. I also am an adjust professor at 
GWU and teach students in their GSEHD program.

Yes
I regularly review standards to connect to 
learning in classrooms, but never on a full 
scale review.

High school education (9–12) History - DC, History - US, 
Civics/Government

8 8 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes No

62 6/8/2020 17:10:07 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Elaine Hou Two Rivers Public Charter School Instructional Guide 

In my role, I have the opportunity to work closely with teachers and leaders across the grade levels at Two Rivers (grades PS-8) to support 
decision-making, implementation coaching, and reflection on our social studies curriculum. While our middle school social studies curriculum 
includes strong opportunities for students to delve into issues of race and equity, I would like to collaborate with other stakeholders to think 
about what the vertical progression of standards and curriculum should look like starting in the early childhood years. Our school model has 
always interpreted the social studies standards with a depth over breadth approach, which includes prioritizing the historical and civic expert 
thinking all students must develop to critically comprehend and critique historical narratives. I am very interested in applying my experience to 
serving on the advisory committee, to help explore and revise content and inquiry skills that better empower students to be agents of change.

Two Rivers is committed to being an anti-racist learning organization. Re-thinking and revising the social studies standards from the early years into the high school level will more effectively position students over time with the content and inquiry skills 
needed for full civic participation, active dismantling of systemic racism, and change-making. I would especially like to collaborate with other stakeholders on how to integrate an equity lens into all historical content and inquiry learning, vs. the content 
being stand-alone pieces in the standards.

I have taught students, coached teachers, led curricular design, and led school teams across the grades at 
Two Rivers Public Charter School.

Yes

I have helped design and document our 
expedition curricular framework for science 
and social studies. I have also led the work 
of creating integrated literacy scope and 
sequences, which integrate science and 
social studies content with core literacy skills.

Early childhood education, 
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8)

History - DC, History - US, 
Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

6 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

Elementary school parent Female She/Her/Hers Asian No Yes Yes

63 6/8/2020 21:08:22 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Daniel Espinas District of Columbia Public Schools Special Education Teacher I would like to ensure that histories of both the Latinx and disability communities are represented in the standards. I would also like to ensure 
that needs of students with disabilities are considered in the development of these standards.

I would like to see greater inclusion of historical achievements of African American, Latinx, Asian and Pacific Islander, and Native Americans throughout the history of the United States. I would like also to see the history and contributions of the 
disability community and non-Christian groups included.

I have taught as an elementary special education teacher for six years. I have also worked as an assistant on 
eight psychological and educational research projects, all focused on individuals with disabilities.

No Elementary education (K–5) N/A 1 1 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Other Yes Yes Yes I foresee no scheduling conflicts.

64 6/9/2020 9:56:18 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Amy Trenkle DC Public Schools Social Studies Teacher
I believe the standards need to be revised. I work with them every day and that makes me a very vested partner. I know the standards well and 
I know my students well. Some standards work well, others need to be altered, making sure that the emphasis of what is being taught and 
standards are inclusive of all of our students (so they can see themselves in our history curriculum).

See above--making sure that students see diverse histories of our country to have a more inclusive picture of US History. Also, I'd like the committee to go through each standard and look and see what history is really being taught--some of the names 
of individuals that are in our current standards are not necessary or relevant to our students in DC. Including more local history into our standards is important (DC history is also US History). Lastly, I think the cohesiveness of the standards needs to be 
examined within each band.

I currently teach 8th grade US History in DCPS and am a 20+ year veteran teacher of DCPS. Yes
I was on the original committee that met to 
adopt the standards more than ten years 
ago for DC.

Middle school education (6–8) Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US

5 3

DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff, Higher 
education educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

65 6/9/2020 10:37:38 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Joe Presley Banneker AHS Teacher To shape the curriculum taught across DC public schools Focus on rigor and concision I teach grades 10-12 in DCPS No High school education (9–12) History - DC, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

1 Higher education 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes

66 6/9/2020 11:24:29 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Eleni Eleftheriou Former university faculty: Univ of Michigan, Vanderbilt 
Univ., and Univ. of Maryland

currently homeschool parent and tutor

I am fully believe in the necessity of educational reforms. I have seen the dysfunctional results of our educational system from the perspective 
of a university professor - seeing university students at our best universities struggle with the consequences of their k-12 education. As a 
homeschooling parent and tutor, I have seen what even slight changes in how our children our educated can make a difference in their ability 
to succeed academically, while also achieving great compassion for others and a remarkable desire to create a more equitable world. With four 
degrees in the social sciences, I am well aware of the limitations of our nation's perspective of what is educationally meaningful in this field.

Social studies must be explored from a variety of different - often conflicting - perspectives. Students should be allowed to grapple with conflicting views rather than be told which perspectives are correct; allow students great liberties and support in 
formulating their own perspectives; formulating more holistic approaches to social studies/civics from a project-based approach rather than discursive separate subjects; incorporate a more global perspective in how social studies are presented; 
eliminate testing in favor of oral/writing-based evaluations; eliminate grades in favor of teacher evaluations.

Homeschool educator for grades k-12 for my children and tutor for other homeschooled children No k-12 and university

History - World, 
Civics/Government, PhD in 
Political Science (international 
relations), MA in National 
Security Studies

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

former higher education 
faculty

High school parent Female She/Her/Hers Other No No Yes

67 6/9/2020 12:10:08 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Eric Manns Jr Richard Wright PCS for Journalism and Media Arts Social Studies Teacher
Being able to make or influence policy changes that directly impacts what happens in the classroom. Being able to bring more discussions 
around African American issues and reform, along with social justice and have students make real world connections to the material that they 
learn.

Looking at the curriculum and standards as a whole and making sure across the board, the students are learning age appropriate materials. I believe the standards should also align with current issues including updates with social media and society. 
More discussion within African American culture and the relationship with the American culture. New standards focusing on Social Justice and activism on the national and local level.

I currently teach multiple social studies courses including AP Government and Politics, United States History 
and American Government. I have taught African American History and DC History.

No Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - US, 
Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

6 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes not at this time

68 6/9/2020 13:03:58 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Brandon Grier DCPCS Teacher I look forward to continue to grow in my profession. I also look forward to using my voice to make change in how schools/districts may view 
Social Studies and how impactful learning these standards can be towards the communities they represent.

Exposure to Social Studies in most charter schools. Going into my 7th year as a lead teacher. Yes Receive 24 PLUs for a Middle School ELA 
standards Bootcamp in 2020.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Geography, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government, 
Economics, Political Science, 
Sociology, Criminology, Western 
Religions Studies

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

4 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

Pre-K 3/4 parent Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes

I am a basketball official on the scholastic level. 
Between the months of November-
March(depends on the pandemic)some Tuesdays 
I may have a basketball game to officiate.

69 6/9/2020 13:28:06 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Julia Hainer-Violand Oyster Adams Bilingual Teacher (1st grade, currently. I have taught 3rd and 5th) 

I have taught over 3 grades (1st, 3rd, and 5th) and I want be a part of the advisory committee because social studies is to me, the most 
important standards because it teaches our students how to be active, civic learners, and how to think critically using primary and secondary 
sources to make sense of our past and current state of the nation.

I have had the most fun and interest when teaching social studies. I take a humanities approach to teach language standards through social 
studies. Social Studies is where students can make real world connections at any age, and it has been my platform for students to make an 
impact, through civic engagement. Whether it was sharing petitions for more lanes for bikes to our council member, Mary Cheh, or our petition 
to Rep. Holmes Norton to support DC statehood when I taught 3rd grade, or when I taught 5th grade and had my students perform speeches 
by Lincoln on the stage of Ford's Theatre and collaborated to bring oratory to my students to speak their minds, or when we created a school 
wide water and poverty summit, looking at water issues locally and abroad and how as citizens we can make a difference. Now I have been 
teaching first grade and we have wrote opinions on which Amazing American woman deserves a memorial on the National Mall and had 
students make their own models and give tours of it. 

Rather than breadth, I would like depth. I also think we could split American history in 5th and 8th grade rather than repeating the same standards. I also would like more explicit civic engagement.
I have taught in DCPS for 11 years, 3 years in 1st, 2 years in 3rd, and 3 years in 5th, with 3 years as a reading 
specialist. I also have 4 years as a curriculum consultant, working with Authentic Education (Grant Wiggins 
using Understanding by Design), and through edCount, LLC.

Yes With edCount, I have worked on reviewing 
standards for English Language Learners.

Elementary education (K–5)
Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, Civics/Government, 
Economics

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

3 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

Pre-K 3/4 parent Female She/Her/Hers White Yes Yes Yes no

70 6/9/2020 14:19:22 𝗡𝗼, I do not agree, and I would not like to continue to the 
application.

71 6/9/2020 16:21:03 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Alyssa Richardson Duke Ellington Scool of the Arts Student/ SBOE Student Advisory member I really enjoyed my past experience on the committee. I want to be able to share my ideas and work to make DC schools as strong as possible. I would like to brainstorms different ways to share information with students, so that students can get the best of their time in school. Student No Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - World, 
Economics

7 2 DCPS student High school student Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes Not as of now

72 6/9/2020 17:45:12 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Tyrone Shaw DCPS Social Studies Teacher
I am interested in the transformation of the World History curriculum in DCPS to reflect the increasing integration of world regions into a single 
system through globalisation. Moving the curriculum to reflect the work of world historians who are building on different national and regional 
roots and traditions to create a multivocal version of world history.

Making sure the World History Standards enable teachers to survey world history without excluding major peoples, regions, or time periods, while helping students understand the past by connecting specific subject matter to larger historical patterns. 
And most importantly to draw on up-to-date historical research that not Eurocentric.

I am a secondary certified social studies teacher. Yes

I have worked with developing standards of 
learning for Holocaust and Genocide 
Curriculum and standards of learning for 
Social Justice curriculum.

High school education (9–12) History - World 6 5 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes

73 6/9/2020 19:49:36 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Sarah Buscher DCPS - Janney Elementary School 4th grade teacher
As leader of the Social Studies Inquiry Group at the school where I teach, I have knowledge of all of the Elementary Grade Social Studies 
Standards. I'm interested in working to refine these standards to ensure that they are vertically aligned and that they feature the experiences 
of historically disenfranchised populations more prominently.

I would like to revise the standards to ensure that the experiences of Native Americans and African Americans are featured more prominently and shift away from the Eurocentric perspective that dominates the 4th grade standards. I am a 4th grade teacher. Yes
Over the course of the year, I have reviewed 
all of the Elementary Social Studies 
Standards of Learning

Elementary education (K–5) History - US 4 3 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

High school parent Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes
I will be teaching an LSAT review class in 
October, which would mean missing the October 
meeting.

74 6/10/2020 7:20:49 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Karen Hopkins Human Rights Educators USA DC Area Co-Representative

Since 2017 I have been an active member of Human Rights Educators USA (HRE USA) serving as the DC Area Co-Representative. HRE USA 
is a national network of human rights educators, advocates and civil society organizations committed to “promote human dignity, justice, and 
peace by cultivating an expansive, vibrant base of support for human rights education (HRE) within the United States.” 

Since volunteering with HRE USA I have been an active member of the Collaborative Action, Policy and Advocacy Committee (CAPAC) which 
develops, reviews, and undertakes collaborative action projects in conjunction with HRE USA partner organizations. Projects include submitting 
shadow reports on HRE in the US to the United Nations, and developing a HRE Curriculum Guide. The committee also advocates for the 
inclusion of HRE in national and state education policies, standards, curricula, and pedagogy. Our past and current campaigns include 
participating in this process in the following states: CA, CO, KS, MA, DC, and SC. 

HRE USA has been supporting the revision of the DC Social Studies standards for several years. As part of the SBOE's Social Studies 
Standards Advisory Committee I hope to contribute to this process on a deeper level. In 2017, CAPAC members wrote to the DC Council 
Education Committee, Office of the State Superintendent for Education, the State Board of Education, the Deputy Mayor of Education, and 
the Mayor urging them to begin the process of revising DC’s social studies standards, which were last reviewed and revised in 2006, with 
emphasis on the incorporation of human rights and humanitarian law principles into the social studies core. In September 2017, a CAPAC 
member testified before the DC Council Education Committee to urge the Council to revise social studies standards and to create a human 
rights elective for high school and middle school students. The testimony offered many recommendations for how these initiatives could be 
implemented and how community resources could be harnessed to train existing and prospective teachers on HRE and provide curriculum. 
Following the testimony, CAPAC members sent follow-up emails and were invited to meet with the Legislative Council to further discuss HRE in 
DC schools. We met with the Legislative Council in November and shared what other states are doing as far as standards, budgets, and 
Amnesty International USA’s Human Rights Friendly Schools model. A CAPAC member also testified at a public meeting before DC’s State 
Board of Education urging them to begin the process of revising DC’s social studies standards, with particular emphasis 
on the incorporation of human rights and humanitarian law principles. At the Board’s request, CAPAC gathered other organizations, teachers, 
and students to testify on this issue during subsequent public meetings. We also submitted comments to the DC Graduation Requirements 
Task Force, suggesting that DC should make competency in HRE a requirement for all DC students.

In line with my volunteer work with HRE USA, I hope to bring a human rights perspective to discussions with colleagues. Linking standards with human rights principles at all grade levels is one very important piece of building a more equitable culture 
and society. Schools are a primary means by which students learn democratic values and a culture of human rights is an important part of this learning. 

In addition to bringing an understanding of the types of updates made in other states, I hope to contribute an international perspective to discussions.

In addition to my work with HRE USA detailed above I have worked primarily in informal education settings at K-
12 and college levels. From 2004-2008, I coordinated after-school literacy programs at CentroNia. From 2008-
2010, I managed GW's DC Reads program which placed volunteer tutors in six different K-6 reading and math 
programs throughout the District. During this time I also developed and implemented a youth-led human rights 
education program for CentroNia's youth program. I have an MA in International Education and a J.D. from the 
University of the District of Columbia. From 2010-2013, I managed a State Department funded international 
exchange program for a consortium of community colleges and taught a course on US Culture. In law school, I 
also participated in a special education advocacy clinic.

Yes
As a CAPAC member I have submitted 
comments on the following state standards: 
CO, KS, MA, NJ, DC, and SC.

Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

History - US, History - World, 
Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

2
memb.er of a human rights 
education advocacy 
organization

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

75 6/10/2020 8:27:47 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Pele Bariki Kimimino DCPS-IYP Special Education Teacher We need change in Social Studies Standards that reflect the WHOLE Community. Issues would include standards that reflect DIVERSTY. 15 years of teaching experience Middle School, High School, Juvenile Detention and Adult Detention. No Opportunity never arose. High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

7 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes Yes. I will let you know in advance when they 
come up. Thank you.

76 6/10/2020 15:03:22 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Marecya Burton Idea Public Charter School 10th Grade Lead / World History II Teacher I am interested in serving on the committee to help enhance the student learning experience by working with other educators to find the best 
solutions to the problems I am sure many of us have across the board.

I would like to raise issues with the course sequences and looking at possible revisions to sequence and how it can better educate our students about Governmental policies and procedures. I don't believe .5 credits of American Government is 
enough. In addition reviewing 8th grade to 9th grade transition coursework.

I have been a history teacher for 5 years in both Baltimore City Public School and DC Public Charter Schools. I 
hold a B.S. in History and Government from Bowie State University.

Yes I was a committee member in the history 
curriculum revision in Baltimore City.

High school education (9–12)
History - US, Civics/Government, 
Economics, African Amercian 
History

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

7 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American Yes Yes Yes None

77 6/10/2020 15:29:44 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Jennifer Lauren (JT) Taransky DCPS Teacher and Parent Teacher and Parent

I have a strong interest in the connections between social sciences, social justice and education. I am an ESL teacher with a commitment to 
engaging students with their communities and with issues that affect them. I see my job as an educator and as a parent as a guide to the 
world beyond our school and city. I would like to see the DCPS Social Studies Standards move towards the model set out by the Next 
Generation Science Standards- thinking about big ideas that can connect these standards through the years children are in school.

I wonder about how we can use big questions as guiding principals for each grade instead of a bunch of seemingly unrelated standards. How can we frame each year as a set of connecting parts? As an anthropologist, I would love to use my 
expertise in helping revise the standards around human culture and diversity. I also think that additions should include research opportunities- both quantitative as in sociology and qualitative (ethnographies) as in anthropology.

I am an Elementary School teacher with a recent MAT from Trinity Washington. I taught (ESL) at Mann ES for 5 
years, took a number of years off to raise my children, and am now back teaching (intervention) most recently at 
Bruce Monroe ES at Parkview. My children also attend BMPV (rising 4th, rising 1st). My ESL certification is Prek-
12, My MAT is Elementary Ed.

Yes
I have reviewed broken down standards for 
both my Master's and as a way of getting 
ready to write units and lessons.

Early childhood education, 
Elementary education (K–5)

Anthropology, human culture 
and diversity (Have also taught 
full years DC history/3rd grade 
standards and current 2nd grade 
standards)

4 1 DCPS parent, DCPS 
educator/school leader/staff

Elementary school parent Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes No Jewish holidays (Rosh Hashanah/Yom 
Kippur/Passover if there are overlaps)

78 6/10/2020 17:06:19 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Orlando Serrano National Museum of American History Manager, Youth and Teacher Programs
Creating culturally inclusive and anti-racist content and standards is work I very much want to be involved in because it these ideas are to my 
own pedagogical beliefs and practices. I have developed standards-aligned curriculum and classroom resources that are inclusive and anti-
racist, but including these components in the standards from the start is a much needed intervention.

I think that it is important to address anti-Indigenous and anti-Black racism specifically. I also would like to raise issues of accessibility so that standards are not unintentionally ablist by default.

I taught a non-fiction literature and writing course for ninth graders that relied heavily on what many would call 
social studies texts. I am currently the Manager for Youth and Teacher Programs at the National Museum of 
American History where my team design classroom and online resources that incorporate our museum's 
collections.

Yes
When the Common Core standards were 
being created, I provided anonymous 
feedback.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - US 3 2 Smithsonian Educator Middle school parent, High 
school parent

Male He/Him/His
Black or African American, 

American Indian or Alaskan 
Native

Yes Yes Yes Not at this time.

79 6/10/2020 17:11:57 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Vanessa M. Rivera KIPP DC History Lead Teacher 

I would like to provide insight and help revise the current Social Studies curriculum that our students are engaging in within the classroom. 
Having taught History for the past 3+ years, I have witnessed first handedly, the limited perspectives and accounts of historical events within 
the texts and materials we are providing our students. I believe that it is not only important, but also necessary to begin engaging students with 
the study of history and government at an early age in order to ensure that they are not only politically inclined, but also have a deep and rich 
understanding of history and the impact it has on us today. Furthermore, while I believe we have made some headway in incorporating this 
material within the classroom, it is important that our ethnically and culturally diverse population is exposed to historical figures and events that 
represent them and their own demographics within U.S. and World History.

I feel that the standards, as they are currently written are straightforward and throughly cover various aspects within Government, World and U.S. History. However, I believe that we need to address how students are engaging with these materials and 
the sources of the materials in order to check for biases and limited perspectives. Although these standards comprehensively cover most of History and Civics, we need to focus on a better way to tie together common themes, lessons, historical events 
so the standards of each grade are not so siloed from one another.

I have worked within the education sector for the last six years, since completing my MPA in Government, 
Politics and Education Policy from Cornell University in 2014. For three years, I served at an Education Project 
Manager, supporting in the development and implementation of school wide systems, developing PDs for 
teachers and advocating for support services for students. I have three years of classroom experience, 
teaching both American History and ELA at the middle school level. In this role, I have implemented existing 
curriculum within my lessons as well as developed and modified curriculum at the school level.

No Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8)

Geography, History - US, 
Civics/Government

2 6 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American Yes Yes Yes N/A

80 6/10/2020 17:25:32 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Molly Sloss Capitol Hill Montessori School (DCPS) Primary Guide (ECE Teacher, PK3-K)

As a social justice-oriented early childhood educator, I am hyper-focused on how cultural representation affects the culture of my classroom. 
Working with young children is a daily lesson in curating an appropriate environment. They absorb everything. With little to no guidance from 
the current DCPS Kindergarten Social Studies standards, I have taken it upon myself to infuse diverse cultural celebration into the fabric of our 
classroom. You can see it our classroom's library (the narratives and authors), our Thanksgiving celebration, our art shelf, and our 
conversations at the lunch table. This work should not be left up to individual teacher initiative or knowledge. Additionally, as a middle grades 
teacher in post-Katrina New Orleans, racial narratives existed in every aspect of our school. In designing the 8th grade Social Studies 
curriculum at our charter school, I had the freedom to incorporate our students' stories into the content. We

I'd like to move the social studies standards to a more critical analysis of the issues that shape our students' world. As a DCPS student, my most engaged social studies class was 11th grade DC History at Walls. We studied statehood. We protested 
together on Emancipation Day. We wrote letters to our city councillors. I loved that class so much that I tattooed DC51 on my left wrist. The course reflected my lived experience. DCPS students of color deserve the same kinds of courses, even if it's 
scary for educators. We all deserve education that informs our lived experience. As educators, that means addressing the issues that shape our students' lives. We must study systemic white supremacy, uplift revolutionary thinkers from past 
movements, and evaluate power dynamics inherent to our governmental structures. Social Studies education should empower our students to examine their current community (local and global), analyze it against their own values, and develop civic 
action to better their environment. It requires brave, self-confronting educators, equipped with the language and literature to do the work well. It requires a deep knowledge of the students we serve. It requires standards that reflect the world we live in, 
so that every child is guaranteed an equally powerful, self-affirming education - regardless of the classroom in which they sit.

Former Breakthrough Teaching Fellow, Teach For America corps member (Greater New Orleans 2014), former 
7th & 8th grade science/social studies teacher and curriculum writer, founding staff member of 8th grade 
program in a New Orleans charter school, current DCPS teacher (ECE), Master's in Montessori Early Childhood 
Education, Internationally Montessori-certified

Yes

As a teacher in New Orleans, I was charged 
with th writing the 8th grade Social Studies 
curriculum for our charter school, based on 
C3 and Louisiana Believes standards.

Early childhood education, Middle 
school education (6–8)

History - DC, History - US, 
Civics/Government, history of 
social justice movements in US 
(Urban Studies degree, later 
designed a Black Lives 
Matter/Civil Rights Movement 
compare/contrast unit)

1 6 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff, DCPS graduate

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

81 6/10/2020 20:43:31 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Fadhal Moore Georgetown University Master of Public Policy Degree Candidate

As a native of Southeast DC, I naturally care intensely about how our students here get to learn. More importantly though, I am interested in 
serving on this committee as I have a deep commitment to teaching social studies and furthering its role in creating civically competent citizens 
who are able to contextualize their role in history and the current political environment. Though I am now a graduate student to learn more 
about how to make our American schools more equitable, I have a teaching license in history. During my years as a middle school teacher, I 
refused to accept any position teaching any other subject. My AP US History class changed my life in high school. The instructor instilled an 
indelible critical lens through which to view the world, a lens I took from my under-performing high school to Harvard University. While there, this 
lens opened my eyes to systemic educational inequities and led me to this career path. I truly believe that much of the apathy and many of the 
self-detrimental political choices that have ultimately hurt so many in this country are due to social studies educations that are lacking. They 
lack a necessary, robust civic education and effectively quiet the voices and experiences of those who aren’t white men. 

Along those lines, the nature of my time as a social studies teacher at majority Black and Latino schools will prove endlessly useful to this 
committee. I created two grade-level curricula, 6th Grade World Civilizations and 8th Grade American History (the latter is still used at the school 
though I am a grad student full-time now), mostly from scratch. This gives me particular insight into what it means to create inclusive, and 
thorough curricula, as my goal was for my students to be able to learn more not only about the world, but also about themselves. I taught 
history thematically through these lessons, a structure conducive to more project-based learning and something I believe DC standards should 
do more of in the secondary grades.

I also believe that my work as a black educator who taught specifically through a lens of social justice will make my contributions invaluable as I 
have a great deal of practice in thinking critically about what or who history textbooks and standards have chosen to omit. In addition, this lens 
gives me quite a bit of insight into what expanding civic education standards can look like, especially in the realm of making some more action-
oriented. Over the course of four years, my students wrote to and received correspondence from local police officials and the White House, 
organized (of their *own* volition but using steps learned in class) an anti-gun violence protest, wrote their own cases for reparations for 
slavery, raised money for local homeless shelters, amassed hundreds of signatures for petitions about maternal mortality rates and gender 
discrimination in the footwear industry, interviewed civil rights icon Congressman John Lewis during a unit on civil disobedience, traveled to a 
swing district to canvass for candidates of their choosing during the 2018 midterm elections, presented “community action plans” to local 
organizers and politicians at a Community Action Fair I organized for them, and much more. I always tell students that you don’t suddenly 
become a citizen at the age of 18. Thus, they need to be taught how to be one responsibly even in their youth. They need to know how to be 
judicious with the near-infinite amount of information at their fingertips and how to act accordingly based on facts and empathy. Thus, it would 
be my honor to help shape standards in the direction of those that mold tolerant, active, and well-informed citizens.

I have worked with the DC standards* for a few years now. Here is a list of just some of my feedback:

- Currently, there are no civic values standards allocated for grades 3-11. This seems to be a misstep as civic education should never be put on pause and should be considered a part of socioemotional learning. (Standard 12.8.4 should be 
approached in some form every year)
- The standards are only organized thematically up to the 6th grade. I would take the bold action of doing this through 12th grade instead of doing them chronologically. This is more conducive to project-based learning and retention of information.
- The standards should be reviewed at least biannually by a group of relevant stakeholders
- DC history standards are isolated to DC-specific studies in the 3rd and 12th grades. I would spread these standards across other themes throughout the years as students are more likely to retain this information if it is learned in some context.
- There are currently no non-western society history standards until the 7th grade. Students should have survey introductions to world history (not just geography) earlier than this.
- There need to be more regional approaches to the study of Africa and Asia (de-continent-ization) (ex. Standards 10.11-10.12). Treating them as monoliths does a disservice to these countries’ rich diversities and histories. What happens in Kenya is 
often quite different from what happens in South Africa or Nigeria.
- The study of pre-colonial African history should include more than the 3 sub-Saharan civilizations included in the standards in 9.4.
- Standards for the study of Industrial Revolution should include what it looked like outside of Western Societies 
- Standards for the study of World War I + II (and other conflicts for which we have a treasure trove of primary and secondary sources) should include differing experiences of soldiers and citizens across demographics
- To promote political autonomy, narratives of American exceptionalism need to be balanced with standards that specifically expect students to critique this notion (e.g. explain shortcomings of The Declaration of Independence and Constitution, 
explain destabilizing nature of our foreign policy actions, etc.)
- At some point, students should be taught a little about the history of education itself. This encourages buy-in given the topic’s relevance to their lived experience and gives them tools to continue to improve this system in the future.
- Standards that ask to compare experiences across demographics should include children as well for reasons mentioned in the previous point. They are also generally rarely mentioned in history courses. 
- In an effort to de-center whiteness as the assumed neutral point, each great event or era in U.S. history needs to address the different (and similar) lived experiences across demographics (e.g. race, gender, nationality, ability, sexuality, and age)
- The concept of intersectionality is a glaring omission in standards having to do with identity. This is in regards to standards already written for understanding the concept of identity, getting a grasp of one’s own identity mapped out for the younger 
grades, and looking at history across demographics (e.g. How might the experience of black men and women have differed during WWII?)
- It needs to be clear that some form of current event study is expected in all social studies classes. There need to be standards for skills needed to unpack current events or at least for which historian skills should be applied to current event study in 
the classroom and beyond. There should also be more standards on connecting certain themes (e.g. immigration) or events (e.g. The Civil War) to current events.
- Standards from 12.10 should include the ability to address limitations of using The Constitution to improve the lot of the groups identified
- Standards from 12.12 students should end with students being able to organize a polity with a clear political and economic system. In general, there need to be more standards that expect students to create and present their own versions of things 
(e.g. civilizations, laws, etc.). This will help retention of what was learned through application. 
- In general, historical skill standards probably need to be broken down into more specific skills

* Numbers for standards refer to those found here: https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/DCPS-horiz-soc_studies.pdf

I am currently studying full-time at Georgetown University to work on issues of K-12 education. I have also been 
involved in the following ways:
- 8th Grade Social Studies Teacher (E.L. Haynes Public Charter School)
- Presenter (Amplify: Educator of Color Conference | Sessions: Adapting as a New Black Teacher, Amplifying 
Student Voices, and We Still Can: Teaching Elections)
- Middle School Debate Coach (E.L. Haynes Public Charter School)
- 6th Grade Social Studies Teacher (Mt. Royal Elementary/Middle School)
- Student Teacher (Community Charter School of Cambridge)
- Legal Intern (Legal Aid Society - Education Advocacy Project)
- Senior Course Assistant (Harvard University | Course: Dilemmas of Equity and Excellence in K-12 Education)

I also have held licenses to teach history in Massachusetts (with an ELL/Sheltered English Immersion 
endorsement) and Maryland.

Yes I have had to do so when creating my own 
lesson plans and units from scratch.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - US, History - World, 
Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

2

Current Graduate Student. 
Former DC public charter 
school educator. Former 
Higher education staff. 
Former DCPS student.

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes

82 6/10/2020 21:08:38 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Nicole Clark Two Rivers PCS middle school social studies teacher 
Instead of complaining about the standards, I am interested in being a part of the solution. As a middle school teacher, I spend much of my 
instruction time debunking what students have been taught in their earlier years and/or exposing students, for the first time, to a "culturally 
inclusive and anti-racist" lens to history.

I am interested in removing any nationalistic indoctrination standards from early education. I am interested in themes repeating throughout the early, elementary, middle, and secondary education. I am interested in moving away from teaching about 
the exceptional few and move toward teaching about movements for justice that span multiple identity groups.

I have been an educator for 15 years. During those 15 years, I have taught Humanities, ELA, and social 
studies in addition to holding numerous teacher-leader positions. I am currently a member of DC Area 
Educators for Social Justice.

Yes
When there was a shift from DC standards to 
common core standards, I participated in 
multiple review sessions at my school.

Middle school education (6–8), I 
am interested in all, but most 
experienced in middle school.

History - US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics, 
My expertise is U.S. History, but I 
am knowledgeable in the others 
checked.

1 5 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes None

83 6/11/2020 7:54:30 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Nicole Clark (DUPLICATE) Two Rivers PCS middle school social studies teacher 
Instead of complaining about the standards, I am interested in being a part of the solution. As a middle school teacher, I spend much of my 
instruction time debunking what students have been taught in their earlier years and/or exposing students, for the first time, to a "culturally 
inclusive and anti-racist" lens to history.

I am interested in removing any nationalistic indoctrination standards from early education. I am interested in themes repeating throughout the early, elementary, middle, and secondary education. I am interested in moving away from teaching about 
the exceptional few and move toward teaching about movements for justice that span multiple identity groups.

I have been an educator for 15 years. During those 15 years, I have taught Humanities, ELA, and social 
studies in addition to holding numerous teacher-leader positions. I am currently a member of DC Area 
Educators for Social Justice.

Yes
When there was a shift from DC standards to 
common core standards, I participated in 
multiple review sessions at my school.

Middle school education (6–8), I 
am interested in all, but most 
experienced in middle school.

History - US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics, 
My expertise is U.S. History, but I 
am knowledgeable in the others 
checked.

1 5 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes None

84 6/11/2020 8:42:44 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Melody Andrews Howard University School of Education Doctoral Student I am interested in serving on this Advisory Committee to ensure that all students are able to learn about the histories of all people within the 
context of their various intersections, broaden their worldview and increase their global competency.

Issues I would like to raise with respect to revision and updates to the District's Social Studies Standards include increasing the standards' emphasis on inquiry and document analysis, in addition to elevating traditionally marginalized voices. I have 8 years of teaching experience in a high school setting and am currently working on my doctorate in 
Education Leadership & Policy Studies.

Yes
As a teacher in North Carolina, I assisted with 
the reviewing of the ELA standards to align 
to Common Core.

High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

History - US, African American 
Studies

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

Graduate student at Howard 
University

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American Prefer not to answer Yes Yes
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Applicant ID Timestamp

After you apply, your application will be published 
online for public review. Before completing this 
application, please check the box below to indicate you 
are comfortable with the State Board publishing your 
application. All contact information will be removed 
before the application is shared, but your name will be 
attached. 

Full Name For which organization do you work? If you are a 
DC student, which school do you attend? What is your role (list the title)? What makes you interested in serving on this Advisory Committee? What issues would you like to raise with respect to revisions and updates to the District's Social Studies Standards? What, if any, involvement do you have in K–12 education? Please explain.

Do you have prior 
experience with 

reviewing or revising 
standards of learning?

If yes, please explain.

Is there a specific grade or 
grade-band in which you are 
most interested or 
experienced? Check any/all that 
apply.

What content expertise do you 
have in the social sciences? 
Check any/all that apply.

Do you live in the District 
of Columbia? If yes, in 

which ward do you live?

Do you work in the District 
of Columbia? If yes, in 

which ward do you work?

I am a _____________. 
Please select all that 
apply.

I am a ________. Please 
select all that apply.

What is your gender 
identity?

What are your preferred 
pronouns?

What is your race? One or 
more categories may be 

selected.

Are you of Hispanic, 
Latino/a, or Spanish 

origin?

The first meeting will take place on Tuesday, July 7, 2020, 
from 5–7PM. After that, the committee will meet regularly 

on the second Tuesday of each month from 5–7PM (Aug 11, 
Sept 8, Oct 13, Nov 10, Dec 8). A second round will occur 
in Spring/Fall 2021. Can you commit to attend 80% of all 

meetings?

We ask that committee members stay engaged between 
meetings through activities such as reading articles, 

reflecting on other states' social studies standards, and 
soliciting feedback from community and stockholder 
groups. Can you commit to full participation in these 

activities?

Are there any potential scheduling conflicts 
you foresee? If so, please let us know what 
they are.

85 6/11/2020 9:08:51 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Brendan Icso DCPS Social Studies Teacher

Students in DCPS are remarkably civically motivated. Social studies instruction offers the opportunity to build student efficacy and refine 
student voice. In my 5 years serving as a DCPS educator I have seen that students are hungry for opportunities to make their voices heard.

I believe that social studies standards can be better tailored to focus on the critical thinking skills needed to match the natural inquisitive nature 
of DCPS students.

It is my belief that social studies standards need to be revised to reflect a more diverse history and worldview. I would like to see social studies standards reflect a more diverse worldview than they currently do.

Furthermore, I have found that students in DCPS are uniquely attuned to social and political movements happening across the country. Their proximity to our government's seat of power offers unparalleled opportunity. I believe that our social studies 
standards can reflect increased opportunities for civic engagement across curriculum.

I have been a DCPS teacher 5 years. In the past 3 of those years I served as a social studies teacher. In 
addition to being a social studies teacher I have served as an ACCESS chair focusing on the needs of English 
Language Learners. This has given me a unique perspective on how Social Studies standards and instruction 
can be tailored to reflect diverse student demographics.

Yes

I have been a Social Studies teacher for the 
past 3 years. Working closely with multilingual 
students and students from varying 
backgrounds allowed me to tailor fit 
standards of instructions to reflect my 
students diverse background.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - US, History - 
 World

1 4 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes

86 6/11/2020 10:20:18 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Esther Amaya DCPS Bancroft ES 5th grade ELA/Social studies teacher I have taught in DCPS for almost 10 years and I get frustrated with the lack of minority voices and real life application opportunities in our social 
studies curriculum.

First graders do not have enough of a concept of time to learn about Maya, Inca, and Aztec cultures. The 5th grade curriculum has so many standards that it is impossible to cover in one year. There is a lot of overlap between grades, especially with 
third grade learning about DC history.

I am a DCPS teacher. I have 2 kids in high school in DCPS. Yes

As a teacher, we spend a lot of time 
reviewing the standards, breaking them down 
to the knowledge and skills needed for 
mastery and looking at the vertical 
progression of standards between grade 
levels.

Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8)

Geography, History - US 5 1 DCPS parent, DCPS 
educator/school leader/staff

High school parent Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes None

87 6/11/2020 10:46:28 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Duane Thomas Ballou High School Social Studies Special Education eacher Leadership, Influence, Research, Curriculum Design Curriculum Universal Design, Racism, Culture Educator for over twenty years, Social Justice, empowering student involvment No
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education, 
Intellectual Disabilities

History - DC, Civics/Government, 
Economics

8 8
DC public charter school 
parent, DCPS 
educator/school leader/staff

High school parent Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes Yes September 8, 2020

88 6/11/2020 10:50:29 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Elleni Abebe DCPS Teacher and History Coach

I have long been frustrated by the lack of diversity in our curriculum. The standards are outdated and especially for World History, it feels 
American and eurocentric. It is unfathomable that Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East are combined into one unit in a World History 
course. We have an entire unit on China and communism and three unites on WWI, WWII and the Cold War, but not looking at these events 
with a global lens. Students have complained that 10th and 11th grade history seem like they repeat the same information, essentially a 
continuation of US History. It is time to decenter the whiteness of the curriculum. This also occurs in the terminology used in the standards and 
the implicit bias that is evident throughout, especially the topics considering the Middle East. In the past I would just hold my tongue, as a black 
woman in a district with mostly white leaders, it did not seem like my voice mattered. These decisions seemed so blatant that I thought, this 
feedback could not start with me. So I would close my door and teach my students incorporating culturally relevant pedagogy regardless if it 
was in the curriculum or not. I spent a lot of time modifying the curriculum in my classroom and have had great success in my classroom. Now 
as a coach I see teachers who do not have the background knowledge I have or the experience struggle with modifying the curriculum to meet 
their students backgrounds and interests. This should not be a bottom up approach. The district has the resources to provide stronger 
materials to students, but it unfortunately starts with the standards. As I learned this, I realized that I may be helping my students but doing a 
disservice to students across the district if I only make these changes in my classroom. I would like to make a greater impact and instead of just 
complaining about something, I believe in standing up and being part of the change.

A lot of this is written above, but a succinct list would include: more diversity, revising the language to be more inclusive and to not be racist, increase rigor and modernity.
I am a parent, a teacher, a history instructional coach, and have studied k-12 education in my bachelors, and 
two masters programs. I have worked in schools for over 10 years and am extremely passionate about 
curriculum development.

Yes

In my last school network I helped do 
something similar as we worked to deeply 
examine our curriculum and to embed an anti-
racist lens into our work.

High school education (9–12) History - US, History - World I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

4 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes None. I love that the times are in the evening.

89 6/11/2020 10:56:32 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Rashad Lynch Cardozo Education Campus DCPS Teacher I think it is important to have a mix of backgrounds and abilities on the Committee There have been no revisions since 2006 and a lot has happened in our country from the perspective of people of color. I think it is important to have those experiences and events represented in the standards that we teach our students. I am a 9-12 Social Studies Teacher Yes

During my time as a Captain in the United 
States Marine Corps, I worked with the 
training sections to review standards of 
learning and how they would be implemented 
for Marines during training.

High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics, 
Sociology, African American 
History

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

1 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

Pre-K 3/4 parent, Elementary 
school parent

Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes None

90 6/11/2020 11:02:57 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Larry Roberson DCPS Educator I am currently a history teacher and I have taught in DC on the High School and Middle School level. I have seen the needs that need to be 
addressed as well as the positive concepts that have worked.

Challenging students to develop thinking critically and at a higher level. To help students break down perspectives and how others think and respond. I would also like to implement and teach students to learn how to draw connections along with 
strengthening their writing skills. Students ideally should be able to connect the standards to themselves and what they are currently going through, possibly have been through or will go through. Students should also be able to connect the 
classroom setting to a team or life.

I am a teacher and I have taught the grades of 7 through 12. I am also a coach and I have taken a E Learning 
course and Special Education Courses. I have also completed a US history cohort on writing and US history. I 
have taught every history in the 7th through 12 grade curriculum at some point. I also normally teach summer 
school where I create and modify strategies and then implement them during the year. I have worked with ELL 
learners as well and have had a broad range of learners in my class.

Yes

Taking special education courses we 
discussed standards and the different ways 
of getting to the goal using UDL. I have also 
reviewed documentation with DCPS with how 
to handle this pandemic we are currently in.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

4 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes

91 6/11/2020 11:21:50 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Jessica A. Rucker EL Haynes High School Introduction to African American History and Culture Teacher and Electives Department Chair

I am interested in serving on the Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee because I believe the DC social studies standards, Pre-K 
through 12th grade, should be "culturally inclusive and anti-racist, impart important social studies content in the early grades, strengthen 
student knowledge of democratic principles and values, and promote civic education." In fact, I designed the Introduction to African American 
History and Culture course I currently teach because I noticed that there were more opportunities for me to teach through an anti-racist lens 
and through employing Culturally Sustaining Pedagogy. Further, I will be able to contribute meaningfully to discussions related to the social 
sciences as an African Americanist, trained Sociologist, pedagogical curator, and as a high school teacher. Also, I represent a constituency 
that currently is and will be most impacted by revised and updated social studies standards, I have time and am able to meet the stated 
commitments, and I have rich personal and professional experiences with engaging in community outreach.

The existing pedagogical and curricular cannon, specifically as it relates to the District's Social Studies Standards, has crafted outmoded approaches to teaching and learning. These outmoded approaches are limiting because they not only center the 
lives and interests of cis-gender heterosexual white men (and their allies) who maintain socioeconomic power and influence, but keep students focused on social studies as a series of events from the past instead of as a continuum of nows. Similarly, 
it is detrimental to ask students to rotely memorize dates and facts from yesteryear without offering context for how those dates and facts apply today. In order to ensure that the District's Social Studies Standards are "culturally inclusive and anti-
racist," the standards must more broadly and more specifically reflect the collective possibilities of social studies teaching. For example, if the purpose of social studies education is to create a society rooted in equity, justice, humanity, and democracy, 
the standards that guide learning need to teach the long history of the various aspects of human society. We need teaching standards that allows learning to go "beyond heroes and holidays." Our social studies standards should help students, 
teachers, and the broader DC community honor the individual and collective histories, cultures, and home languages of people like ourselves and people who are different than ourselves. Our learning standards should center the lives of our learners 
and their ancestors. More specifically, particularly considering this current historical moment, our standards should create space for students to study and critically examine the long history of racism, white supremacy, capitalism, colonialism, 
militarization, and other forms of oppression that have been central to human society and the adverse impacts those interlocking systems of oppression have had on groups that I have been minoritized. As the nation's capital, our social studies 
standards should teach students about the ways systems of oppression hurt not only the oppressed, but also the oppressors. The standards should also provide opportunities for learners to build the necessary skills and content knowledge to 
visualize a more fair and just society. Finally, the DC Social Studies Standards should be undergirded by Critical Pedagogy, Culturally Sustaining Pedagogy, Hip Hop Pedagogy, Black Queer Feminism, and media literacy.

I am a certified high school teacher, pedgaogical curator, and department chair. I have been a high school 
teacher for six years. In this time, I have designed professional learning experiences for teacher across content 
areas and given presentations about culturally relevant pedagogy, about teaching linguistically and culturally 
diverse learners, and about reimagining the current the K-12 public school pedagogical and curricular cannon. I 
have also participated in various professional development series and learning experiences, read books and 
articles, and engaged in critical discussions that have pushed my thinking about K-12 education and new 
possibilities. I have designed and implement a social studies-focused elective course and recently designed a 
second social studies-focused elective course with the intention of teaching it in the fall. I have also served as a 
visiting lecture, teaching high school students, with the Institute of College Preparation at Georgetown 
University for five years. Additionally, I am a member of the DC Area Educators for Social justice. We are "a 
network of educators who seek to strengthen and deepen social justice teaching." Finally, for a number of 
years, I served as a docent for both the National Museum of American History and the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture and docent trainer for community-based DC non-profits who work with high 
school students.

No

However, I do have experience reviewing, 
applying, and critiquing standards for 
learning based on the students I teach in my 
context.

High school education (9–12) History - DC, History - US, 
Sociology

1 4
DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff, 
DCPS graduate

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

I do not foresee an scheduling conflicts with the 
dates. However, I will need to eat dinner for a 
portion of our committee meetings since they are 
from 5pm to 7pm.

92 6/11/2020 13:09:40 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Keith Calix E.L. Haynes Public Charter High School 9th Grade World History Teacher and Teacher Leader

My name is Keith Calix and I believe that the culmination of my lived experience as a Honduran-American and first-generation high school and 
college graduate, and my professional experience building and implementing rigorous, culturally inclusive and anti-racist Social Studies 
curriculum, have reinforced my acute awareness of the role that affirming history and learning standards can play in building student self-
efficacy, reinforcing student sense of self, promoting democratic and inclusive values and strengthening community connections through 
historical examination and reflection. The collection of these experiences fortify my passion as an educator and underpin my desire to serve on 
the D.C. Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee. 

I am excited to contribute my learning and expertise, both from a personal and professional setting, to the D.C. Social Studies Standards 
Advisory Committee. My passion for teaching and advancing equitable access to higher education stems from my lived experience in Queens, 
New York, and my subsequent academic and professional experiences. As the son of a Honduran immigrant, and the first person in my family 
to graduate high school and attend university, I have an acute awareness of the role that school can play in interrupting the cyclical nature of 
poverty. Unlike my older brother, I was accepted to a tuition-free scholarship school for low-income boys. My justice-driven education in high 
school marked a profound change in my understanding of myself in relation to my immediate surroundings. Unlike my brother’s 
schooling—which reinforced his perceived victimhood through low expectations and inconsistency—my high school experience and 
subsequent time at Stanford University empowered me to think critically about the socio-economic issues that surrounded me and envision 
myself as an agent of change within my own community. In fact, my exposure to liberation theology and anti-racist texts in high school informed 
my honors thesis research in college: under Stanford’s Center on Democracy, Development and the Rule of Law I conducted honors thesis 
research that focused on the ways in which a community-centered school reform process in Cape Town, South Africa could promote pro-social 
behavior, youth empowerment and better learning outcomes. This research also focused on policy advocacy that enhanced educational 
outcomes for vulnerable youth and community development through a race-equity lens. While my educational experience demonstrates the 
transformational impact of a culturally inclusive and anti-racist curriculum, my brother’s experience and untimely death serve as a haunting 
reminder of our moral imperative: by cultivating culturally inclusive and anti-racist history experiences, we must empower our students to utilize 
the content knowledge, tools and skills developed in the history classroom to build a more inclusive and equitable society. 

By serving on the D.C. Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee I plan to contribute my experiences, perspective and content knowledge 
and collaborate with fellow members to transform student lives through enriching, rigorous and culturally-relevant social studies experiences. It 
would be a great privilege to serve on the D.C. Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee, a responsibility that I would take with great 
seriousness, joy and pride.

I firmly believe in the need to ground rigorous Social Studies curriculum in culturally relevant and affirming standards, experiences and pedagogy. In my World History class, we work to identify and deconstruct the mainstream and theoretical paradigms 
of Eurocentric historical accounts. While D.C.’s current Social Studies standards emphasize the importance of critical reasoning, inquiry and research, I believe students need a firmer grounding in histories that move beyond traditional Eurocentric 
historical accounts and expose students to anti-racist and culturally inclusive narratives, with greater practice connecting their study of history to current events. Specifically, I would stress a greater emphasis on depth of knowledge, the role of project-
based learning in the classroom and signature projects that push students to meaningfully engage with the greater D.C. community. For example, our current Social Studies standards, as they pertain to content-specific knowledge of Latin American 
history, make no specific mention of the indigenous experience in a more contemporary context (e.g., the struggle for landed indigenous rights, the Guatemalan genocide, Jair Bolsonaro’s policies and rhetoric towards indigenous communities in Brazil, 
etc.) and its relationship to U.S. foreign policy and the rise Central American immigration to the United States and D.C., specifically. As a Latino World History educator and member of the D.C. community, I can attest to the affirming power of 
developing standards and curriculum that challenges students to examine the relationships between historical events and their own communities in D.C. In addition, I would push to have our standards put a greater emphasis on mediums of exposure. 
For example, I believe students need to develop greater fluency in analyzing various forms of historical texts, including but not limited to: news media, academic journals, documentary, as well as elements of psychology (e.g., the relationships between 
memorialization, collective memory and identity formation) in order to best utilize their understanding of the past to construct a more equitable society. Furthermore, I do not believe our current Social Studies standards provide enough emphasis on 
working with students as historical investigators to corroborate historical accounts, analyze author writing structure and motivations and identify bias in historical writing. In order to ensure all students in D.C. have the skills and confidence to 
successfully navigate an increasingly disparate political climate and create a more equitable society, I firmly believe Social Studies courses should intentionally build these historical analysis skills. It would be a great honor to collaborate with fellow 
members of the D.C. Social Studies Advisory Committee to create a more culturally responsive and relevant Social Studies experience for all D.C. learners.

For three years I have taught 9th grade students at E.L. Haynes Public Charter School (one as a World 
Literature teacher and two as a World History teacher). While at Haynes, I have designed and implemented a 
rigorous World History and Humanities curriculum that tasks students to analyze multiple perspectives, consider 
various solutions to address present-day inequities, conduct original research and generate new knowledge. 
Specifically, we examine and trace the historical underpinnings of contemporary human rights and social justice 
issues and center our work through the experiences and first-hand accounts of people of color, globally. By 
collaborating with veteran teachers, I work hard to ensure our curriculum is anti-racist, inclusive, enhances 
critical thinking skills and a passion for research and generates an interest in social justice and global 
citizenship. Building on social psychology literature, I take a pedagogical and curricular approach that pushes 
the history class to act as both a mirror and window. Through exposure to culturally-relevant texts and histories, 
as well as intentional reflection and project-based work, the history classroom can act as a mirror, allowing 
students to identify aspects of their own identity and experiences in D.C. in their study of the past and present. 
Furthermore, I believe the history classroom should also act as a window, in so much that it challenges students 
to create new meaning through a critical examination of experiences and perspectives that are different than 
their own. Throughout history, decisions have been made about who is honored, remembered and 
memorialized. These decisions are often made by the dominant culture, which often leads to history being told 
through a single lens. Research projects such as our end of year Memorialization Research Project provide 
students an opportunity to alter that lens. Using our exploration of literature and history, students address the 
themes of identity, power, oppression and/or rebellion by composing original research in which they identify an 
historical event or person to be memorialized in the form of public art, series of poems, music, short stories, 
multimedia presentation, or one act play. 

More recently, and based on my in-class success, ability to cultivate strong relationships with students and 
families, as well as my data-informed and collaborative approach to decision-making, I have been selected as a 
9th grade teacher leader. In this role, I will support the delivery of rigorous academic daily instruction and 
support colleagues in building a more inclusive school culture that empowers our students to be leaders, active 
community members and responsible citizens. I believe that my teaching record at Haynes, lived experience 
and professional experience promoting youth empowerment and social justice through a community lens, equip 
me with a diverse skill-set to successfully and meaningfully contribute to the D.C. Social Studies Standards 
Advisory Committee.

Yes

During my time at Haynes I have co-led 
teacher driven efforts to vertically align our 
8th and 9th grade Humanities curriculum. 
This work, which includes collaboration with 
our Chief Academic Officer to determine 
critical learning experiences we want to build 
for all learners, has already created a 
stronger foundation for future dialogue and 
collaboration, and over time, will allow our 
team to create greater instructional, 
academic and experiential alignment for our 
students. This summer, I plan to join our 
school’s Social Studies Working Group to 
review and revise standards of learning 
across our elementary, middle and high 
school campuses. Furthermore, my 
experience with synchronous and 
asynchronous learning and curriculum design 
equip me to meaningfully collaborate and 
contribute to the Committee during this critical 
juncture in our nation’s history. I believe 
these specific experiences will allow me to 
successfully contribute to the D.C. Social 
Studies Standards Advisory Committee.

High school education (9–12) History - World 1 4 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Other Yes Yes Yes

I do not foresee any potential scheduling 
conflicts. I thank you for your thoughtful 
consideration and it would truly be a great honor 
and privilege to join the Social Studies Standards 
Advisory Committee.

93 6/11/20 13:10 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Keith Calix (DUPLICATE) E.L. Haynes Public Charter High School 9th Grade World History Teacher and Teacher Leader

My name is Keith Calix and I believe that the culmination of my lived experience as a Honduran-American and first-generation high school and 
college graduate, and my professional experience building and implementing rigorous, culturally inclusive and anti-racist Social Studies 
curriculum, have reinforced my acute awareness of the role that affirming history and learning standards can play in building student self-
efficacy, reinforcing student sense of self, promoting democratic and inclusive values and strengthening community connections through 
historical examination and reflection. The collection of these experiences fortify my passion as an educator and underpin my desire to serve on 
the D.C. Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee. 

I am excited to contribute my learning and expertise, both from a personal and professional setting, to the D.C. Social Studies Standards 
Advisory Committee. My passion for teaching and advancing equitable access to higher education stems from my lived experience in Queens, 
New York, and my subsequent academic and professional experiences. As the son of a Honduran immigrant, and the first person in my family 
to graduate high school and attend university, I have an acute awareness of the role that school can play in interrupting the cyclical nature of 
poverty. Unlike my older brother, I was accepted to a tuition-free scholarship school for low-income boys. My justice-driven education in high 
school marked a profound change in my understanding of myself in relation to my immediate surroundings. Unlike my brother’s 
schooling—which reinforced his perceived victimhood through low expectations and inconsistency—my high school experience and 
subsequent time at Stanford University empowered me to think critically about the socio-economic issues that surrounded me and envision 
myself as an agent of change within my own community. In fact, my exposure to liberation theology and anti-racist texts in high school informed 
my honors thesis research in college: under Stanford’s Center on Democracy, Development and the Rule of Law I conducted honors thesis 
research that focused on the ways in which a community-centered school reform process in Cape Town, South Africa could promote pro-social 
behavior, youth empowerment and better learning outcomes. This research also focused on policy advocacy that enhanced educational 
outcomes for vulnerable youth and community development through a race-equity lens. While my educational experience demonstrates the 
transformational impact of a culturally inclusive and anti-racist curriculum, my brother’s experience and untimely death serve as a haunting 
reminder of our moral imperative: by cultivating culturally inclusive and anti-racist history experiences, we must empower our students to utilize 
the content knowledge, tools and skills developed in the history classroom to build a more inclusive and equitable society. 

By serving on the D.C. Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee I plan to contribute my experiences, perspective and content knowledge 
and collaborate with fellow members to transform student lives through enriching, rigorous and culturally-relevant social studies experiences. It 
would be a great privilege to serve on the D.C. Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee, a responsibility that I would take with great 
seriousness, joy and pride.

I firmly believe in the need to ground rigorous Social Studies curriculum in culturally relevant and affirming standards, experiences and pedagogy. In my World History class, we work to identify and deconstruct the mainstream and theoretical paradigms 
of Eurocentric historical accounts. While D.C.’s current Social Studies standards emphasize the importance of critical reasoning, inquiry and research, I believe students need a firmer grounding in histories that move beyond traditional Eurocentric 
historical accounts and expose students to anti-racist and culturally inclusive narratives, with greater practice connecting their study of history to current events. Specifically, I would stress a greater emphasis on depth of knowledge, the role of project-
based learning in the classroom and signature projects that push students to meaningfully engage with the greater D.C. community. For example, our current Social Studies standards, as they pertain to content-specific knowledge of Latin American 
history, make no specific mention of the indigenous experience in a more contemporary context (e.g., the struggle for landed indigenous rights, the Guatemalan genocide, Jair Bolsonaro’s policies and rhetoric towards indigenous communities in Brazil, 
etc.) and its relationship to U.S. foreign policy and the rise Central American immigration to the United States and D.C., specifically. As a Latino World History educator and member of the D.C. community, I can attest to the affirming power of 
developing standards and curriculum that challenges students to examine the relationships between historical events and their own communities in D.C. In addition, I would push to have our standards put a greater emphasis on mediums of exposure. 
For example, I believe students need to develop greater fluency in analyzing various forms of historical texts, including but not limited to: news media, academic journals, documentary, as well as elements of psychology (e.g., the relationships between 
memorialization, collective memory and identity formation) in order to best utilize their understanding of the past to construct a more equitable society. Furthermore, I do not believe our current Social Studies standards provide enough emphasis on 
working with students as historical investigators to corroborate historical accounts, analyze author writing structure and motivations and identify bias in historical writing. In order to ensure all students in D.C. have the skills and confidence to 
successfully navigate an increasingly disparate political climate and create a more equitable society, I firmly believe Social Studies courses should intentionally build these historical analysis skills. It would be a great honor to collaborate with fellow 
members of the D.C. Social Studies Advisory Committee to create a more culturally responsive and relevant Social Studies experience for all D.C. learners.

For three years I have taught 9th grade students at E.L. Haynes Public Charter School (one as a World 
Literature teacher and two as a World History teacher). While at Haynes, I have designed and implemented a 
rigorous World History and Humanities curriculum that tasks students to analyze multiple perspectives, consider 
various solutions to address present-day inequities, conduct original research and generate new knowledge. 
Specifically, we examine and trace the historical underpinnings of contemporary human rights and social justice 
issues and center our work through the experiences and first-hand accounts of people of color, globally. By 
collaborating with veteran teachers, I work hard to ensure our curriculum is anti-racist, inclusive, enhances 
critical thinking skills and a passion for research and generates an interest in social justice and global 
citizenship. Building on social psychology literature, I take a pedagogical and curricular approach that pushes 
the history class to act as both a mirror and window. Through exposure to culturally-relevant texts and histories, 
as well as intentional reflection and project-based work, the history classroom can act as a mirror, allowing 
students to identify aspects of their own identity and experiences in D.C. in their study of the past and present. 
Furthermore, I believe the history classroom should also act as a window, in so much that it challenges students 
to create new meaning through a critical examination of experiences and perspectives that are different than 
their own. Throughout history, decisions have been made about who is honored, remembered and 
memorialized. These decisions are often made by the dominant culture, which often leads to history being told 
through a single lens. Research projects such as our end of year Memorialization Research Project provide 
students an opportunity to alter that lens. Using our exploration of literature and history, students address the 
themes of identity, power, oppression and/or rebellion by composing original research in which they identify an 
historical event or person to be memorialized in the form of public art, series of poems, music, short stories, 
multimedia presentation, or one act play. 

More recently, and based on my in-class success, ability to cultivate strong relationships with students and 
families, as well as my data-informed and collaborative approach to decision-making, I have been selected as a 
9th grade teacher leader. In this role, I will support the delivery of rigorous academic daily instruction and 
support colleagues in building a more inclusive school culture that empowers our students to be leaders, active 
community members and responsible citizens. I believe that my teaching record at Haynes, lived experience 
and professional experience promoting youth empowerment and social justice through a community lens, equip 
me with a diverse skill-set to successfully and meaningfully contribute to the D.C. Social Studies Standards 
Advisory Committee.

Yes

During my time at Haynes I have co-led 
teacher driven efforts to vertically align our 
8th and 9th grade Humanities curriculum. 
This work, which includes collaboration with 
our Chief Academic Officer to determine 
critical learning experiences we want to build 
for all learners, has already created a 
stronger foundation for future dialogue and 
collaboration, and over time, will allow our 
team to create greater instructional, 
academic and experiential alignment for our 
students. This summer, I plan to join our 
school’s Social Studies Working Group to 
review and revise standards of learning 
across our elementary, middle and high 
school campuses. Furthermore, my 
experience with synchronous and 
asynchronous learning and curriculum design 
equip me to meaningfully collaborate and 
contribute to the Committee during this critical 
juncture in our nation’s history. I believe 
these specific experiences will allow me to 
successfully contribute to the D.C. Social 
Studies Standards Advisory Committee.

High school education (9–12) History - World 1 4 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His Other Yes Yes Yes

I do not foresee any potential scheduling 
conflicts. I thank you for your thoughtful 
consideration and it would truly be a great honor 
and privilege to join the Social Studies Standards 
Advisory Committee.

94 6/11/20 20:57 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Ronald Thompson, Jr. Greater Greater Washington Transportation Equity Organizer

As a former DCPS student and current political science major, enriching social studies education has been a passion of mine. In my time at 
Paul Laurence Dunbar Senior High School, I raised issue with the quality and relevance of DCPS's D.C. History course. During my first year of 
college at Hampton University, I took a similar interest in examining course material for our University 101 course. Ensuring social students 
content is accurate, relevant, and culturally competent is truly a passion of mine.

I have a particular interest in seeing standards regarding District history, governance, and civics improved. N/A Yes

During an internship with the Anacostia 
Waterfront Trust, I reviewed the District's 
science standards with a focus on 
environmental science.

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

History - DC, Civics/Government 8 2 DCPS graduate and college 
student

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes

95 6/12/20 10:25 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Michael Joseph Sigrist Bard High School Early College - DC Teacher / Former Higher Education Faculty

We are in the middle of a moment that calls for a new approach to history education, historical understanding, and civic participation. I would 
like to work with other dedicated educators to think through this moment together and shape the standards that will define it. I believe the time 
for a fundamental re-thinking of history and history education is now ours, and I want to be a part of that however I can. I love working with 
other educators and professionals who are as passionate about teaching history as I am.

I would like to see social and emotional learning integrated more deeply into our content and standards. Social and emotional capacities like empathy, respect, perspective-taking, and communication, along with self- and social-awareness, can be 
emphasized alongside cognitive skills like analysis, causal understanding, synthesis, and evaluation. Our current historic moment demonstrates how important social and emotional maturity are for effective civic engagement, and we history and social 
studies educators should take a lead part as our schools shape the leaders of tomorrow. In addition: professional historians increasingly look to macro-level factors like climate, disease, geography, demographics, energy, and so on, to explain 
historical developments. I would like to think through with others how to integrate this recent research into existing standards. Finally, I would like to think through an approach to historical methods that recognizes their continuity with other social 
sciences—economics, sociology, psychology, and anthropology—and how to draw on that continuity to update our current standards.

I am a high school history teacher. Yes
In my previous job as a university instructor I 
developed courses and help defined 
curriculum.

High school education (9–12), I 
have taught university students, 
traditional and non-traditional.

History - US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics

7 7

DC public charter school 
parent, DCPS 
educator/school leader/staff, 
Higher education 
educator/school leader/staff

Pre-K 3/4 parent, Elementary 
school parent

Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes No.

96 6/12/20 11:30 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Chanel Jackson KIPP DC Lead Teacher

I am interested in this council because I understand the importance of social studies to education. Research tells us that social studies not only 
improves a student’s understanding of the world but improves their academic success. It's also imperative for me to have a voice in this council 
to represent the best interests of the families and students I work with each day. I must participate to ensure an accurate depiction of history is 
given to our students and to push the standards when they are not providing the best information to students. As a teacher using these 
standards to teach my students it is crucial that I not only understand them but that I participate in their creation and development over time.

I would like to ensure that the Social Studies standards include Social Justice/Action as part of their requirement. I believe it is important to build students history and civics knowledge, while teaching them ways they can also make change in the world 
in which they live. It is not enough to teach the work of historical figures we most also teach students methods to do Social Justice/Action work and provide students opportunities to participate in said work. I would like to ensure that the social studies 
standards include a component focused on student action.

This year I will be heading into my 10th year in elementary education. I taught for 3 years in Georgia at the 
International Community School; an IB school with a large focus on immigrant and refugee families. At this 
school, I learned how community and culture can live and breathe within a school curriculum. There I taught 
both 2nd and 5th grade. For the past 6 years I have been working as a founding teacher at KIP DC Quest 
Academy. At Quest Academy I have been able to see and be part of a school's growth to Tier I status and be 
recognized as a Bold Improvement School. At Quest I have taught 2nd and 3rd grade; this fall I will return as a 
4th grade teacher. At both schools I have been both lead teacher and grade level chair/coordinator. Along with 
my classroom experience this spring I completed my Master’s in Education in Curriculum and Instruction with a. 
Literacy and Reading Education Concentration.

Yes

During my time as a classroom teacher I have 
been asked to review and provided feedback 
on school-based curriculum. In addition, part 
of my work in completing my master’s degree 
was comparing and contrasting standards 
across States. Along with this we were 
required to review the common core 
standards in regards to literacy practices 
used in schools and provide feedback on 
curriculums.

Elementary education (K–5) History - DC, History - US 5 7 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes N/A

97 6/12/20 18:12 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Elizabeth A. Worden American University Associate Professor

I am an expert in citizenship education and a DCPS parent. As an academic (I am an associate professor of education at American University), 
I have spent the past 15 years studying best practices of citizenship education around the globe. I have conducted field work and published 
widely on citizenship education in transitional and post-conflict societies. We can learn a great deal from other countries and I would like to 
bring these lessons to the conversation about revising the District's Social Studies Standards. For example, many countries are now infusing 
concepts about human rights across their social studies curriculum, which provides students with a global framework for thinking critically about 
both history and current events. On a more personal note, my children attend a DCPS elementary school and, as a parent and citizen, I would 
like more explicit standards related to antiracism and equity.

I would like more explicit standards related to antiracism, equity, and human rights across all of the grades. There could not be a more crucial time in American history to examine what we are teaching our children and how we can equip them with the 
skills to be active citizens who think critically and work towards an antiracist and equitable future for our country.

I conduct qualitative research on history and citizenship education in secondary schools. In particular, I focus 
on the ways in which teachers address controversial subjects in history and civics. My current research is on 
citizenship teachers in post-conflict Northern Ireland. I also teach undergraduate and graduate education 
students at American University and I am DCPS parent.

Yes
I have done full analyses of standard of 
learning for social studies in the United 
Kindgom and Moldova (former USSR).

Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Civics/Government 4 3
DCPS parent, Higher 
education educator/school 
leader/staff

Elementary school parent Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes No

98 6/13/20 15:31 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Nicolas Ojeda Duke Ellington School of the Arts, DCPS Social Studies Teacher

I have been an educator since 2007 and have taught social studies at the high school level since 2009. I have taught the gamut of social 
studies courses and for the past 8 years I have been teaching DC History, US Government, and AP Government- my AP Gov scores are 
amongst the highest in the city. I also have thorough curriculum writing experience. I am a DC Native and product of DCPS so I feel very 
invested in this process.

I want to ensure that our standards are helping students develop critical thinking skills and provide ample opportunities to take action. I am a highly effective social studies teacher. Yes
I have experience in creating District wide 
standards based assessments as well as unit 
guides based on existing standards.

High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Peace , 
Nonviolence, Sociology

5 2 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff, DCPS Graduate

N/A Male He/Him/His Other Yes Yes Yes None

99 6/13/20 16:09 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Andrea Cofield IDEA Public Charter School World History I Our urban youth are looking for ways to engage in their educations. It is my goal by being intentional with that students will engage in a way 
that begin to feel as if their education is relevant oppose to edquated and unuseful.

I think it is critical that high school students are expose to early civilizations and their development. For instance world history starts with the Maya's oppose to Egypt. It also omits the Roman Empire with leads to comprehension of Government and its 
functions. I believe their are so many ways that could lead to student buyin.

I am a 9th grade World History teacher. I have taught every history in high school. No As a sped trained teacher I have broken 
standards to sub skills for iep.

High school education (9–12) Geography, History - DC, History - 
 World, Civics/Government

4 7 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

High school parent Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes NA

100 6/14/20 3:31 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Dulce Nunez Columbia Heights Education Campus Teacher collaborate and provide knowledge about my experience as an international educator , I also wish to learn of the process I would like to provide include more examples of central american history so our latino/hispanic students can learn about them and compare and contrast with American history Currently a middle school teacher No Middle school education (6–8) Central American History I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

1 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers Other Yes Yes Yes When moving or canceling the meetings please 
let me know ahead of time

101 6/14/20 9:03 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Bernadette Nwoye Howard University Student There needs to be more of a student voice especially more of a Black woman’s voice we so rarely hear Policing at schools, mental health, food deserts and their link to mental health issues I volunteered with Grassroots as a Coach in some public charter schools, my mother is a elementals teacher at 
MCPS and I help her with the kids when I can

No

Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

History - US 2 I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

DC college student N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes If I have class during a scheduled meeting is the 
only reason I wouldn’t be able to make it

102 6/14/20 11:29 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Akili Taylor I don’t work for an organization, I’m a recent college 
graduate.

College graduate I want to be able to improve how social studies is taught in public school systems. Ensuring history is taught from all perspectives. I do not have any current involvement in K-12 education, but I would be interested in teaching/assisting with it. No
Early childhood education, 
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8)

History - US, History - World 1 I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

N/A N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

103 6/14/20 12:57 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Jennifer DePaoli Learning Policy Institute Senior Researcher

As a former middle grades social studies teacher, I am interested in serving on the social studies standards revise committee because I want to 
make social studies more relevant to students' lived experiences and an area of study that gives students an active voice in what and how they 
learn history, economics, government, geography, etc. Social studies is so often set up to be taught these topics in a way that is disconnected 
from current events and students' lives, which is why so many young people don't like or care about their social studies classes. I want to be 
part of developing social studies standards that provide more opportunities for students to engage in a social studies curriculum that makes the 
connection between past and present clear and allows students to engage in a more authentic social studies experience. I also think this is an 
excellent opportunity to broaden social studies to include the voices and perspectives of Black, Indigenous, Latinx, women, LQBTQ+ and other 
historically marginalized people and to build in an anti-racist curriculum that allows students to clearly see the ways systemic oppression has 
been the cornerstone of our country (and the world at-large) and learn ways to fight against it. Finally, my expertise lies in taking a whole child 
approach to education, and I would like to see more opportunities for this approach to be integrated into social studies standards and 
curriculum, including through opportunities for students to build social and emotional competencies and higher-order cognitive skills and 
develop their own identities and agency.

One of my biggest concerns about the current standards is the overwhelming nature of them in any given grade that requires a width of topics covered and therefore, limits the depth with which these topics can be explored. For example, the 5th 
grade standards cover US history from 1790-the present day, which is impossible to cover in one school year in any meaningful way.

As a former social studies teacher, I have also never understood why social studies standards and curriculum is set up to keep repeating itself and going in and out of chronological order. For example, in the current DC social studies standards, 
students learn about the colonization and ensuing settlement and expansion of the Americas in the 4th and 5th grade and then turn to world geography and ancient civilizations in the 6th grade and 7th grade before turning back to US history and 
geography in the 8th grade. 

I also would like to raise the issue of the limited amount of time spent on local history. DC history is rich and abundant, yet the current standards hit on that history in the 4th grade and then not again until the 12th grade. I would like to see a greater 
connection between DC history and the broader history of our nation and the world, as well as earlier integration of local civics and their impact on students' lives to engage students in understanding the impact of choices being made by local 
politicians on their communities.

I taught 7th and 5th grades social studies in North Carolina and Ohio from 2005-2009. I taught multicultural 
curriculum to pre-service teachers between 2010-2012. I earned my PhD in education policy in 2013, and have 
since served as a research and policy advisor working on issues of raising high school graduation rates, social 
and emotional learning, and performance-based assessments. In my current position, I largely focus on 
integrating what we know from the science of learning and development into our schools and working with state 
education leaders to adopt and implement a whole child approach to education.

No
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

Geography, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government

2 2
Education researcher and 
policy advisor and former K-
12 teacher

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

104 6/14/20 13:34 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Tasha McClelland Intentional Pursuit of Me Executive Director

I believe that we have arrived at a time where collaboration and innovative approaches to how we teach our black children is needed more 
than ever. Social studies is blanket term for some very important subjects that shape how they'll see the world but more importantly how they'll 
see themselves. As a product of DCPS, owner of a business management agency, and Founder of a nonprofit committed to combat 
depression in youth, I want to do all I can to sow the seeds of impact into our DC students.

*Digital Humanities- I believe this is where the void is in our current social studies standards. Technology is how we are all connected for a lot of children their twitch, youtube, or tiktok community is just as real to them as any state that you can point 
out on the map. It is more important now than ever to create conscious consumers and critical thinkers. We should create standards that study those groups and communities in a thought provoking way. But we also need to create standards around 
the economic value of digital arts creating more spaces for interactive classrooms. The necessity to set standards that encompass how we use technology but to also add the economic literacy with case studies. How much is a Youtube payout? Data 
analytics and How to create budgets from data etc. We have the chance to modernize learning for DC students and give them alternative paths to traditional college. I founded my nonprofit to combat depression through digital literacy by putting 
children in the director's chair and allowing them to feel the great power and responsibility on controlling your own narrative.

*DC History - I think that the current model should be completely revised. DC is the capital city and our history is tied to government; though I believe this could be covered as a component of US History. Children in DC are very disconnected from the 
rich and cultural history of DC which has damning effects on their value of self. I was fortunate to work with Dr.Kenton Rambsy, Professor of African American literature at the University of Texas at Arlington on building a database of early black 
businesses in communities both pre and post the Black Renaissance in the Shaw area of DC and their migration. I'd love to ideate with a group on how to integrate some of the information we've found to highlight images of black excellence.

Creator of Breaking the I.C.E. & LCP Camp, OST programming for girls Ages 8-12. Author of US Copyright 
Youth Film program.

No
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - DC, Economics, Digital 
Humanities

7 7
DCPS parent, Executive 
Director, NPO & Community 
member

Pre-K 3/4 parent, Middle 
school parent

Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

105 6/14/20 14:05 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Akili Taylor (DUPLICATE) I don’t work for an organization, I’m a recent college 
graduate.

College graduate I want to be able to improve how social studies is taught in public school systems. Ensuring history is taught from all perspectives. I do not have any current involvement in K-12 education, but I would be interested in teaching/assisting with it. No
Early childhood education, 
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8)

History - US, History - World 1 I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

N/A N/A Female She/Her/Hers Black or African American No Yes Yes

106 6/14/20 17:35 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Claudia Miranda-Mulligan Marie Reed Elementary 4th grade Social Studies and English Teacher I have been a public school teacher for 17 years and I am aware of the Eurocentric lens in which history is presented. I would like to be a part 
of the change in educating teachers and students with a more accurate, more holistic, and less biased approach to history and social studies.

I would like to raise issues of the current glorification of historical figures, such as the Founding Fathers, in teaching American history. I would like to see revisions in the balance of who is elevated in history and who is just barely mentioned. Although 
the minority voice is starting to be represented in social studies curricula, a lot of progress must still be made in terms of celebrating diversity and having social justice be at the forefront of education.

I have been a public school teacher for 17 years, with 9 years teaching at Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
and 8 years with District of Columbia Public Schools. I have taught in both English and Spanish, affluent 
schools and Title-I schools, and I have taught at the elementary school level and the high school level.

Yes
I reviewed foreign language standards when 
helping to write a DCPS foreign language 
Cornerstone Project.

Elementary education (K–5) History - US I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

1 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

Elementary school parent Female She/Her/Hers Other Yes Yes Yes I do not foresee any conflicts at this time.

107 6/14/20 20:17 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. José Lucas Badué Theodore Roosevelt High School Teacher I can bring a Hispanic perspective. How Social Studies reflect the Hispanic experience. I have been a teacher for 31 years. Yes I have written several curricula for several 
subjects, in both English and Spanish.

High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Geography, History - DC, History - 
 US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics

4 4 DCPS educator/school 
leader/staff

N/A Male He/Him/His White Yes Yes Yes

108 6/15/20 13:30 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Steven G.S. Rocker U.S. Government Accountability Office Senior Analyst

I want to serve on the Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee to play a role in helping DC students obtain the overwhelmingly positive 
benefits that I received from a high-quality Social Studies education. Throughout my K-12 education, I always found myself gravitating toward 
Social Studies, particularly U.S. History. Taking Social Studies seriously allowed me to home my reading comprehension skills, helped me to 
understand people, places, and events beyond my immediate surroundings, and gave me the tools (in critical thinking, writing, oral 
presentation, etc) to feel secure in myself and to move a bit more confidently in the world. I honestly believe that the committed Social Studies 
teachers that I had throughout K-12 (as well as a fair amount of a luck) allow me, a kid from southern Alabama whose parents didn't attend 
college, to ultimately obtain a graduate degree in international relations.

I want to raise issues for Social Studies Standards specifically for 6th through 12 graders in DC schools. I reviewed the Common Core State Standards as well as the Social Studies Standards for the District, and I think that middle school students 
should have as much flexibility as possible in the type of Social Studies that they study. One student might have really gravitated to DC history after first learning about the subject in 3rd grade while another might really be interested in global cultures. 
As appropriate, I think students should be able to explore their Social Studies interests while still receiving the information they need to perform well on a given standardized test. Moreover, I believe that middle school students should be exposed to 
the principles of government and economics. Speaking from personal experience, I found the economics to be novel and intimidating. However, had I been exposed to its principles earlier in my education, I think I would have been able to take in the 
information in 12th grade more confidently. Finally, I believe that the DC State Board of Education should take every opportunity to instill critical reading, writing, and oral presentation skills in its Social Studies curriculum.

Beyond being a public school student who obtained a K-12 education, I do not have other direct involvement. I 
do have a newborn son whom I intend to send to DC public schools though, so I feel I have a personal stake in 
K-12 education.

No
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

History - US, History - World, 
Civics/Government, Economics

8 2
12-year DC resident and 
someone who is deeply 
interested in Social Studies

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes

109 6/15/20 13:57 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Jasper Collier HumanitiesDC Deputy Director of Programs I represent HumanitiesDC (HDC), the state humanities council for Washington, DC. HDC provides grants and technical support to youth serving 
organizations and educators that create resources and opportunities for students and teachers in Washington, DC.

Much of our work involves using the humanities disciplines to document, preserve, and interpret the history and cultures of Washington, DC. As such, we are interested in ensuring that the city's unique cultural heritage remains a strong part of the 
District's social studies standards. We also maintain an archive of publicly produced interpretive content that could be incorporated into DC's social studies curricula.

HumanitiesDC awards grants for humanities youth programs that serve K-12 students in DC. No
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

History - DC, History - US, Public 
History

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

6 N/A Elementary school parent Male He/Him/His White No Yes Yes

110 6/15/20 14:14 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Molly France Two Rivers Public Charter School Instructional Guide

Over the past ten years, I have worked as a teacher, instructional coach, and school administrator to implement the DC Social Studies 
Standards in our classrooms. This Advisory Committee provides a two-fold opportunity: I have first-hand experience with the realities of 
implementing these standards and understand where we have opportunities to improve and accelerate. I also have a direct feedback loop with 
teachers, principals, and other curriculum leaders, ensuring we have representation from multiple perspectives at every level of the 
implementation lifecycle.

I would like to investigate how we can use our Social Studies Standards to embrace anti-racist education in our DC Schools, starting with our youngest students. I am also interested in how we use our 3rd grade DC History standards to teach about 
DC's push for home rule and statehood.

I have been a teacher, coach, and administrator in the Public Charter School sector for over 10 years. I taught 
PreKindergarten for 5 years before moving into coaching and school leadership positions. Through this, I, 
myself, have taught these grades and have deep experience continuing to support teachers in grades PK-8 as 
they develop their social studies lessons across a broad variety of topics.

No
Early childhood education, 
Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8)

History - DC, History - US, 
Civics/Government

6 5 DC public charter school 
educator/school leader/staff

N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes

111 6/15/20 15:02 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Gabriella Krohmal Booz Allen Hamilton Associate

Our society is entirely interdependent. As part of the DC community and of the workforce, I have a vested interest in ensuring that young 
people are as prepared as possible to participate in our democracy and contribute to our economy. This belief has only been strengthened by 
the sight of young people leading the charge in recent years for minority rights, LGBTQIA+ rights, gun safety, climate change, and more. I want 
to ensure that young people understand the movements that came before them and how to most effectively channel their energy and activism 
into lasting policy change. To do this, they need a firm understanding of history and our democratic system –how it functions and where its 
historically failed to meet the needs of the people it serves. Social studies create the basis for this understanding, and improving social studies 
standards will help ensure that an informed generation takes the reins of government (and private industry, non-governmental organizations, 
etc.) in the future.

Knowledge of government, civics, history, and geography are critical in my line of work as a management consultant supporting the U.S. Government. Unfortunately, many students graduate from high school and college with limited knowledge of 
history or geography outside the United States and Western Europe. Similarly, there is a lack of emphasis put on the accomplishments of women and minorities throughout history. As the world has become increasingly interconnected, it is more 
important than ever that young people understand the history of different cultures and peoples; how those cultures have influenced their own over the course of millennia; and how to interact with people of all backgrounds in the modern age. My 
objective in joining the District’s Social Studies Standards Advisory Board would be to ensure that DC students receive a more globally-minded education, and that they are introduced to more role models that look like them, think like them, and/or 
represent their viewpoints and aspirations.

Over the last few years I have volunteered in various DCPS elementary schools through organizations such as 
Reading Partners and Girls on the Run. These organizations aim to improve educational outcomes through 
individualized reading instruction, focus on girls’ physical and emotional health, and confidence-building 
activities. Both organizations build detailed curricula to shepherd and encourage student growth.

No

Elementary education (K–5), 
Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12), 
Adult or non-traditional education

Geography, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government

6 I do not work in the District 
of Columbia.

DC Community Member N/A Female She/Her/Hers White No Yes Yes The occasional work trip or vacation.

112 6/15/20 15:37 𝗬𝗲𝘀, I agree, and I would like to continue to the application. Robert O. Smith National African American Drug Policy Coalition Program Manager

Firstly, I believe that now more than ever, urban school districts must reassess the efficacy and methods in which students receive real-word 
specific social studies/global literacy education. Secondly, I developed curriculum for a Baltimore-based non-profit that facilitates civic 
awareness for adolescent young males. Thirdly, my undergraduate and graduate backgrounds both reflect Social Science and interdisciplinary 
studies.

Racial Equity (explicit attention to Black Lives Matter and contemporary matters surrounding such), Media Literacy and Its Relation to Civic Discourse, Explicit attention to DC cultural artifacts such as Go-go music.

On behalf of my former employer (Sasha Bruce Youthwork) and in coordination with the DC Dept of Behavioral 
Health, I mediated the implementation of substance use prevention and sexual health curriculum intervention in 
Dunbar High School, Stuart Hobson Middle School, McKinley Tech Middle School and McKinley Tech High 
School between 2016-2019.

No Middle school education (6–8), 
High school education (9–12)

History - DC, History - US, History - 
 World, Civics/Government

I do not live in the District of 
Columbia.

1

I'm a relative and mentor to 
many teens who attend 
DCPS, several of which live 
in wards 5-8.

N/A Male He/Him/His Black or African American No Yes Yes

I will relocate from the area in mid-July but I will 
be accessible via Zoom/Facetime. I will also be 
able to travel, to accommodate for in-person 
meetings in 2021.


