
FY 2023 Organizational Chart (as of January 4, 2023)

State Board
Total:  7 FTE + 3 Fellows

Ombudsman for Public 
Education

Total:  7 FTE + 4 FTE

Student Advocate
Total:  5 FTE + 2 Fellows

Executive Director
Bernice Butler

Senior Policy Analyst
Alexander Jue

Policy Analyst
Darren Fleischer

Press Secretary
Milayo Olufemi

Budget & Operations 
Specialist

Rhoma Battle

Program Associate
Caitlin Peng

Chief Student Advocate
Dan Davis

Student Advocate
Phillip Copeland

Program Associate
Valeria Popolizio Torres

Ombudsman for Public 
Education

Serena Hayes

Assistant Ombudsman 
for Special Education

Jhoselin Beltran Contreras

Assistant Ombudsman 
for Public Education

Crystal Williams

Program Associate
Dierra Dupree

Assistant Ombudsman 
for Public Education

Toni Criner

State Board
9 FTE (elected)

Education Standards 
Specialist 

Kathleen Coughlin

Program Support 
Specialist

Whitney Jones

Student Advocate
Renatta Landrau

Student Advocate
Natalie Powell

Policy Fellow
Morelia Hernandez

(part-time)

Policy Fellow
Lauren Dunphy-Kinne

(part-time)

Administrative and 
Operations Fellow

(part-time) (VACANT)

Student Advocate Fellow
Elena Rowe
(part-time)

Student Advocate Fellow
Lara Santana
(part-time)

Assistant Ombudsman 
for Public Education

Stephanie Arias

Program Manager
Hannah Blumenfeld-Love

Communications and 
Community Engagement 

Coordinator
Anna Cook

Jenifer Souza Dodds
Program Support

Specialist
(STARTING 1/16/23)

Trianna Downing
Program Support 

Specialist

*The DC Special Education Hub is an imitative 
of the Office of the Ombudsman for Public 
Education that was funded by an OSSE 
investment of $1.5M in American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funding.


