
State Board of Education Resolution 

On Recommendations Related to Seizure Safe Schools 

SR23-6 

WHEREAS, epilepsy is a disease or disorder of the brain which causes reoccurring seizures and 
is the fourth most common neurological disorder in the United States; 

WHEREAS, epilepsy is highly misunderstood by the general public; 

WHEREAS, according to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), an estimated 3.4 million people 
in the United States are living with epilepsy and of these, 470,000 children under the age of 14-
or one in 150 children-have been diagnosed with the disease 12

;

WHEREAS, according to the Epilepsy Foundation, there are over 75,000 people living with 
epilepsy in Washington, D.C., although there is currently a lack of publicly available information 
regarding this segment of the population3

; 

WHEREAS, a student from Ward 6 described his experience living with epilepsy to the D.C. State 
Board of Education (State Board) and raised concern for educators who likely did not receive 
formal training on responding to students suffering from seizures, administering medication, or 
better understanding the disease and those impacted by it; 

WHEREAS, the State Board heard from two (2) public witnesses at the May 1 7 Public Meeting 
who provided testimony urging for seizure safe school legislation to be passed in D.C.; 

WHEREAS, the State Board's School Community and Wellbeing Committee is leading efforts to 
work with the D.C. Council to draft and pass seizure safe school legislation; 

WHEREAS, the State Board commends the Office of the State Superintendent of Education 
(OSSE) for recognizing student health as foundational to student learning and academic success; 

WHEREAS, the State Board recommends that students in Washington, D.C. who are living with 
epilepsy and seizure disorders should attend schools that are well-equipped with the tools 
necessary to provide a safe and enriching environment, including school personnel who are 
prepared and able to recognize and respond appropriately and efficiently to a student experiencing 

1 Center for Disease Control. (n.d.). Epilepsy Data and Statistics. https://www.cdc.gov/epilepsy/data/index.html 
2 CURE Epilepsy. (n.d.). What is Epilepsy? http ://www.cureepilepsy.org/for-patients/understanding/basics/what-is­
epilepsv/?utm ource=google&utm mediuro=cpc&utm campai!m=understanding epilepsv&utm campaign= ( 0339 
903 I 2&utm source=google&utm medium=cpc&utm content=333 I 63854902&utm term=epilepsy%20symptoms 
&adgroupid=5354328375 l 
3 Epilepsy Foundation. (n.d.) Epilepsy Foundation Metro Washington DC. https://www.epilepsy.com/local/epilepsy­
foundation-metro-dc 
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