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State Board of Education Resolution
Recommending Actions to Improve Mathematics Performance
in the District of Columbia
SR24-24

WHEREAS, acquiring mathematical knowledge, skills, and mindsets expands academic and
extracurricular opportunities for students;

WHEREAS, passing Algebra I by the eighth grade is a key indicator of academic readiness and
significantly increases the likelihood of postsecondary success;!

WHEREAS, the D.C. State Board of Education (State Board) prioritizes the improvement of
mathematics outcomes for D.C. students, and in support of this has:

¢ Made recommendations on mathematics performance while working on related issues,
including teacher retention and chronic absenteeism;

e Established a College, Career, and Life Readiness Committee, which dates back to March
2024 and has since identified improving mathematics teaching and learning as one of its
focus areas;

® Organized an expert panel at the June 2024 Public Meeting; and

¢ Named Representative Brandon Best to the interagency Mathematics Task Force to lead
on work related to the enhancement of math outcomes for District students;

WHEREAS, District students are capable of growth in mathematical learning and performance;?
and

WHEREAS, content experts have identified D.C. schools that are implementing promising
practices for math growth, and the work of these “bright spots” could be replicated across the

city.2

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Board recommends that D.C.
prioritize the following effective practices for mathematics teaching and learning:3*

! College and Career Readiness and Success Center. (n.d.). Predictors of postsecondary success. Retrieved from
https:/ccrscenter.org/sites/default/files/CCRS8%20Center _Predictors%200f%20Postsecondary%20Success final 0.p

df

? As identified by EmpowerK 12’s research, D.C. traditional public and public charter schools that “demonstrated
significant growth with 23% of students improving one or more achievement level in math last year.”
https://drive.google.com/file/d/| EK | HEiLsFr7h2bhSZ4F | Tawrvzi8pONL/view

? Testimony of Caylah Green, David Barnes, Dana Grosser-Clarkson, and Josh Boots to the State Board of
Education, 12 June 2024.

* Deborah Stipek. 2024. “State Strategies for Improving Young Children’s Math Skills,” State Education Standard,
24:2. https://www.nasbe.org/state-strategies-for-improving-young-childrens-math-skills/.
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e Developing teachers’ and students’ mathematical mindset and confidence;
Using high-quality instructional materials with a systemwide, coherent strategy;

¢ Blending conceptual understanding, procedural knowledge, active learning, and math
fact fluency as part of a daily holistic instructional approach;

¢ Supporting teacher preparation, ongoing development, and cross-grade and cross-
LEA collaboration;

¢ In consultation with current math educators, developing training programs and
comprehensive professional development for math coaches and teachers to learn and
implement evidence-based strategies to accelerate student proficiency in
mathematics, particularly for those below grade level or struggling;

¢ Integrating technology to personalize learning and increase student engagement in
mathematics;

e Emphasizing early learning of foundational mathematics skills, supported by
instructors with math expertise;

¢ Aligning curricula with higher education and real-world applications to ensure
relevance and continuity in learning;

¢ Notifying parents or guardians of students below grade level or struggling in
mathematics and providing them with a list of interventions and acceleration
strategies to assist with mathematics at home, including a list of free, high-quality
supportive resources, referrals for mathematics tutoring, or other intervention
opportunities; and

e Supporting families and caregivers to continue math learning at home;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State Board recommends that each school:

Have a mathematics instructional coach with subject expertise; and
Provide math instructors with professional development opportunities;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State Board recommends that Mayor Muriel Bowser
and D.C. Council provide funding beginning in FY 2026 to support the following initiatives:

For OSSE to create, administer, evaluate, and report on grantees for a Mathematics
Support Fund (“Math Fund”) through which LEAs would apply for grants to implement
school-specific action plans for improving mathematics achievement and addressing the
needs of students below grade level or struggling in mathematics in high-needs schools;
For the District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) to establish the DREAM (DCPS
Road to Equity & Achievement) Center, part of a recently released strategic plan that
envisions “a comprehensive plan to provide all DCPS students with a coherent, rigorous,

District of Columbia State Board of Education * x %
441 4% Street NW, Suites 530S & 723N | Washington, DC 20001 =
(202) 741-0888 | sboe.dc.gov | sboe@dc.gov | @DCSBOE T




and joyful math experience; equip educators with deep content knowledge; and engage
families in math learning;” > and

e For OSSE to develop resources to advise and support LEAs in implementing the effective
practices identified above; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the State Board reiterates recommendations set forth in
SR24-7,% SR24-6,7 and SR22-9® on chronic absenteeism, educator wellness, and teacher
retention data, respectively, as student attendance and a stable, well-supported educator
workforce are critical factors for student success in mathematics.
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>DCPS. A Capital Commitment: 2023-2028 Strategic Plan. Accessed January 22, 2024. Source:
https://depsstrong.com/strategic-plan/
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